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RE: Ne\r De.n ol the L-iSC Gould School oflarv

On behalf of President Samplc, I am pleased to announce thc appoittnent of
Robed K. Rasnussen. J.D-. as dcan ofthe USC Gould School ofLaw_ el'Gctive
Augusl 1. 2007. The appointment is fbr a fi\'e-year term. I Ie q'ill also hold thc Carl
Mason frallklin Dean's Chair in Lar.r..

Professor Rasmussen is culTenll!.the Milton Underwood Chair in Law at the
Vanderbilt University Lau'School and direclor ofjts La\\'& Hunan Behavior
Program. He has dcvclopcd a reputation as one ofthc nation's oulslanding lcgal
scholars in the tields ofbanlruptcy and corporatc rcorganizations and a strong
ad,riDistmtor during nearl) t\\.o decades at Varrdcrbilt, eaming acclaim for his
teacling. mertoring, university t'idc scn ice. a1ld ilterdisciplinary approaches to
legal scho)arship.

Profcssor Rasmussel1 $'ill lake the helm ofthc Gould School at an important monrent
in its history a moment in uhich it is refining an approach lbr legal education llrat
caD serve as a model f_or oiher lcgal and prol'essional schools. Cross-disciplinary
approaches, global partnerships, prblic service and lifelong cducation are among rlrc
keys to achieving lhis goal.

IJSC rvill nou'have as Dean ofthe Gould School one oflhe most celcbrated teachen
in thc I 25-year history of the Vanderbilt I -aw School_ demonstrating USC's steadfast
cornmitment to providing the finest legal education irr the world. Professor
Rasrnussen is a six-time uinner ofthc school's prestigious Hartntan-Hall i_or
uu l s l rnL l i ns  l ( cL l l i I l g .

LIis scholarly expedise is focused on the irrtcraction of m:fket forccs and corporate
reorgiuization law, and his most recenl u.ork addresses fundamentai changcs in

,l corporate rcorganizttion practice- He is the author or co-author ofdozcns ol_arlicles
publishetl ir sume of the countrv's leading la\ , journals. includingLhe Supt.ene Courl
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t)rring his time as VaDderbilt l,aw School s associale dean 1br academic al'fairs. Prof'essor.
Rasmussen provided lcadersfiip lbr much ofthc school s day-to,day opclations. He most
notabll mentorcd outstanding j unior laculty talcnt. de\eloping systems and approaches that
would ailowjuDior faculty mcmbers to achie\.e theil fullcst potential as leachers and scholars.
He also led thc school's appointmenls committee fbr scveral vears.

Since aniving at Vandcrbi l t  in 1989. Protessor RasmusseD has beerr activc in dozens o1'
committccs at tlrc law school irnd unil ersil) - During his tenns as chair-elec1 and chair of
V:rnderbill's facuhy senate, he led a succcsslill campaign to exteDd university benctlts to
domcstic panncrships- Professor Ras LLssen has also sen'ed on committccs dcdicated 10
undergladuate research. rccruitmcnt and rctcntion of\!omen and minorit), facult.v, institLrlioral
reposilor! policy, patenls, ancl numefous othcr arcas ofacadeiric and administrativc lil'e.

I:rom 1998 to 2006. he served as director of Vandcrbi l t  Lau School 's La$' & F-conomrcs
Program. I Ie held Vanderbilt's Fed Ex Research Profcssorship fron 2004 to 2005, and also has
bccn a visiting professor al the University ofChicago and University of Michigan l-arv Schools.
He is an actir,e member olthe American l,au.and UcoDomics Association. and hc part icipaled in
lhe American BaDkruptcy lDstitute s llanlruptcy Relbnn Stud] Proicct.

He has played a role in shaping the .jurisprudcnce in l'ris field as the principal author of Anicus
Culiae Briel on behalf of nilrc lau' prot'cssors in the 1999 Supleme Cortt casc llLlnk ofAneric.l
\,. )03 North LuSolle Street llartncrihip;the principal author ()1'Amicus Curiac Brielon behall-
o1-lhree larl prolissors i\'\ ln re Integtated Telecont Expres"',1nc., a 200,1 case decided b1. the
Third Circuil Coud ofAppeals; and thc principal author of Anicus Curiac Bricfon behall'trl
seven la\\. prol'essors it In re Owens Corning, a 2005 case also decided by thc -Ihird 

Circuit
Court of Appeals.

Belorejoining the Vandcrbilt larv l'aculqr, he $,olked in the Civil Division Appellate SlalI al rhe
IJnited Statcs l)cpartment ofJustice, handling litigatioD in the United Statcs Courts ofAppeals
and thc Suprcme Court. Lle aiso clerked lor dre Honorable John C. Godbold, Chiel'Judge ofthe
tJnitcd Statcs Coult ofAppeals lbr the Eleventh Circuit.

Prof_essor Rasmusscn carncd his.l.D. cum /rlrrle in 1985 liom the lJnivcrsir,v ofChicago Larr
School- rvhere he rvas comment editor ofthc Uni\,e1sit), of Chicago Law Revie\r. I Ie eamed iris
11.x. nugn.t cunl laude l iom Loyola l lniversity ofChicago in 1982,rTrajo nginpoli t ical sciencc
and minoring irl rnathcmalics.

His q.ife- Ilebecca Brown. Vanderbilt's Allen Prolessor ofLa$'and one oi-the countrv-s lcading
constitut ional law theorists, rvi l l  also bejoining our facultv in the sumner of2008. ArUSC.she
rrill hold the Richard ts. Nerlton Prot'cssorship of Conslilutiondl Law. She has scrved on the
Vandcrbilt fhculty since 1988. having previoLrslt u.orked in thc Office ofl-egal Counsel in thc
Depatunenl o1-Justjce.

Prof-essor Brown also served as an associate in thc law firrr of(Jnek. Klein & Farr and clerked
for Supteme Court Justicc Thurgood Marshall and ChiefJudge Spottsu'ood Robinson III- ofthe
D.C. Circuil. Her rvor-k. rvhich sets lbrth a vision oftlre Constitutioll premised on indir.idual



libertt. is rvidcl.v published in Ieading lart rcvicrvs and ediled volumcs. ln recognition ofthis
work. she received thc inaugural Chancellor's Award for Resealch at Vanderbilt University in
2001. Prof'cssor BroNn also is a co-chair ofthe issuc gloup for the American Constitutior
Socictv and a co-convener ofan annual constitutioral theory conl'crcnce. She receivcd her B.A.
tionr St. .lolrn's Collcge in Annapolis, Maryland- and lrer J.D. nragna cum luude frcm
Georgelown Univcrsity in Washington, D,C. It is thus uith great enthusiasm and gratitude that
\rc concludc this nationwide search.

I \r.ould likc io thank Dean Jack Knott lbr chairing our seu -ch advisory commi||ee. as rvell as
Vice Prcsidcnt Llizabeth Carrett and thc membeN ofthe search advisorv committee lbr theit
hard $,ork- Thanks are duc as u'ell to Btuce Karatz, Bruce Raner and Glenn Sonnenbcrg for.
their counscl during this search proccss.

Finallv. \.c are deeply gratel'ul to Pfofcssor hd$ard Mccall-ery for his outslanding $.ork as dean
on an inteinl basis over the past ycar. Dnring his sen'ice as intedm dean. the la\\'school has
continued to recruit leading scholars to the facult)- mainta;ncd its tndilion ofexccllcnce ir
clinical cducation and public service, rccruited an oulslanding class ol entering la\\. sludcnts.
cultivatcd its coDlectiols with alumni and members ofthe bar. and instituted a number of
programs such as "Conversations r.vith the Dean" to bring studcnts and legal practitioners
togcthcr in aD iDfomal setting. As profcssor oflar\,- economics and political science. and as the
holder ofUSC's Robeft C. Packard Trustee Chair in Law. Profcssor Mccallry will continue his
\!,ork as one ol-the countly's leading scholars in ta\ law-

I hope the eltire USC academic comm[nit,v willjoin President Samplc and me in thanking
Ed lr4cCall-ery, for his scNice and in welcoming Bob Rasmusscn and Rebecca Brown to our
Trojan Fanily. Wc cagcrly look lbrward to the next chaptcr in tlte Gould School's ongoing rise.

cc: Steven B. Sanple
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