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Appoinlment oi l lee Rhirnes as Chicf Infonlation Oll icer and
Vice Provost lbr hlbrrnation Technology Scrvices

Or behall  ol President Sarnple, I  am plcascd to announce the appointment ofIIee
Rhimes as chicf infornration otl icer and vice prolosl lar inLrmation tcchnolog).
ser\ ices, effectivc Fcbruary 1, 2007. His appointnenl Ibl lo\\ 's an cxhaustive nalional
search thal drew approximatclv 25 top-level carldidates. He stands among the f inesl
acadenic CIOs in lhe countrv, and I am confident his dynamic leaciership and
creatiVe vision \\ ' i l l  accelerate thc unilcrsity's 91o\\,th and ensure its pronrinence
in inlbrmation technology scrvices.

Rllirnes cornes to USC liom The Ohio State Univcrsity, rvhere he has served as thc
chiel-inlbrmation ol'ficer since Novenrbcr 2000. ln this capacity, he has been
r-esponsible l irr the enterprisc-s.idc dcploynent of information technologies in
suppofi oftcaching, Icaming. research. and adrninistral ion. He has ovcrseen the
ofticcs of infornration tcchnology; technology enhanced Iearning and rcsearch;
project managemcnt scrviccs; elnerging technologies; and cybersccurity.

Rhirncs has ovei 35 years ol inlbrmation technology and i inance experience in thc
public and private sectors. More than 25 ofthosc years have been in higher
cducation, including over 1l years in technology lcadcrship roles trt Miami Uni\crsi iy
and Kenr Statc University in Ohio. h addit ion to his appoinrmcnt as CIO ar Kent
Stale Univefsity, Iihimcs scrvcd tbr t\\,o years as inte ln vice presidcnt tbr business
and finance.

ln the private sector, Rhimcs scr\.cd as assistanl vice president for mcthods and
opcrations tbr a l lnancial ser! ices f irm and as di lector ofconsult ing services lor a
techDology consult ing t inn, both in thc Chicago area. He is active in Highcr
Education IT profcssional organizations. serves on several IT advisory committees
rnd boards, and has presented at many conferences on a val-iety of IT strategic
planning and leadership topics. Hc is widcly-regarded as a leader in his f icld, and his
talks drarv on his vast experience in inlbnral ion technology scrvices.

Rhimes carned his B.A. l iom Gor.emor-s State University and his M.B.A. l iom Miami
University. He also has earned ccnif icatcs fron' l  nurnerous prolessional developnrent
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pfograms. including the Nalional Associarion ol-College and University Business Ofl icers
(NACUBO) cxccutire Ieadership progranr.

ln his nc\\ ' lolc al USC. Rhirnes \&il l  ad\.ance the ttderatcd modcl rccolnnlended by thc Pro\ost,
Senate I 'acully Conrlnit lee lbr Inlbrmation Sen ices and cndorsed by deans arld uniYersity
administrali0n. F0ll0wing this m0dcl, the central IT organizali0n provides cssential uniYersit! '-
\ ! ide ser\, ices. such as the core network. tclephonc scnicc, and e-nail ,  and lhe units are
empoNcrcd to acquirc arld dcvclop the lT services necessary to nlcct ihcir lrnique needs.

Rhif ies \\ i l l  o!ersee the oontinued implementation ofkcy infrastructure init iat ives. inclLlding
\! ired and Nileless net$orking, \ ' ideoconlerencing- and nrult imcdia classrooms on both the
Uni\ersit) Park arld Health Soiences canlpLrses. Hcu,i l l  also contplete the mo! e intr)ne\
taci l i t ies ibr USCI's world-class Center l i) f  High Pelforrrance Computing and Communications.

Thcsc projects are air 'eady well undcr\va). thanks to thc guidance ofProfessol Thomas
Katsoulcas, $ho has seNed rs \ ice pro\ost ibr inforrnation scrvices on irn inlerim basis- |
\ \ould l ike 10 thank Katsouleas f i)r his outstanding lcadership during this transit ional pcriod. We
arc al l  cratcf i l l  for his trcmcndous dedication and acconrpl ishmenls.

I would aiso l ike to acknorvledge the superb rvork ofthc scarch cotnmittee. Xlichiel Preston
and Her.beft Schor.r co chaired the comnrittec, and its mcntbcrs included f 'acult) and stafffronl
lhfoughout the university: Albert Brecht, Thomas A, Buchanan, Ann Crigler, Sarah Hamm-
Ah arez, Robert . lohnson, and Douglas Shook.

Pleasejoin Presiderlt  Sample and rne in welcomins I lcc Rhitres to USC. We all  vcrv much look
fbnvar-d 1o his anival and to the contributions hc rvi] l  maketotheli leol this unir.ersity. I l is
experience is exccptional, and I am ccdain he \\ i l lhelp USC solidi ly i ts posit ion as a rccognized
intcrnational Icadcr in infbrnration technologv ser\. ices.
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