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1.  Subject:  Reconf igular ion ofthe USC Arnenberg Cenrer lbr Communicarior

.nrd rhe EstablishrrcDt of 100 USC Anrrclberg Feltorvships

On behalfol  President Sample, I  am proud to aDnounce that USC rncl  the ,{nnenbcrg
Foundation havc agreed ro reconfigure thc Anrenberg Clenter lbr Conmunication in a
rnanrrer that \iill allo\\, US(l to achieve its stralcgic plan objectives and accelerate its
pacesettirrg role in cross,disciplinal,l.coInmunicarions-related graduate rescarch and
educatron.

- l 'he 
USC Annenberg Center lbr Communicat ion rvas establ ished by an hisbr ic Sl l0 mi l l ion

si11 fronr thc Anncnberg Foundarion in 1993 ro foster collabomlion among threc schools: The
USC Annenberg School fbr Communicarion, USC School ofCinelnatic Al1s nnd USC Vilcrbi
School olEnginccr ing. Since thatt ime we indeed ha\c seer cross-discipl inary'cxcel lence
and innovation take rool in these schools. a teslament to thc vision ol'the fbundation and rhe
endrusiastic participation oImany outsranding scho]ars.

That noN nrakes this an ideal timc 1o srrategically re-in!esi the tunding in order to reflect
Presidenl Salnplc 's suong commitment to creat ins some ol thc world 's best graduate
programsi this can allo\r us lo makc thc dcepesl and most enduring impacr on a major fioDrier
ofknowledge.

Lffccr iYc Jul ]  l ,  2007. the pr iman lbcus ofthe USC Al1ncnbcfg Centef fbr Communicat ioD
\r i l l  be on creat ing a unique and el i te cadrc ofal  least 100 world-class gmduale studenr
fellows in these thrce schools, supponed b].at least S.l lnillion a )caf in ne\' lirnding for
graduatc sludcnl l'ello*,ships. These students \\,ill be collectively kno\\'n as rhc USC
AnneDberg Fellows, and will enjo] an unprecedenred Ie!cl of funding and suppon. Thc)
\\'ill work Nirh oulsmnding l'acul\ or a broad range ofprolects and on curring cdqe
connnunical ion and digi tr l  media research

Cilen thal \\'e have made dre crcalion ol neN Ph.D. studeni fellowships a top priorir\.- rlris
change \\'ill help splrr the furlher lransfonnarion ofgraduare rescarch rnd educarion ar USC.
Conrbined \ \ ' i th the universi ty s rcccnl conDli tDeDr to tr ip le Ph D fcl loNship f i rndingto SII

! , , . , i r . . r  mi l l ion. this br ings the total  unirersi t ] .  lunding lbrgraduate fel lo$'ships ro a minimum ofSl5
!!L rr- ,r  : ;  i .  , .  n l i l l ion anDual ly.  These funds arc no\y avai lable fbr the recrui lnlcnl  ofrhe most talenrcd
r5qr n.. ! . --r i . : . . : .  graduale studenis \ \ 'omen xnd nren \ !ho Ni l l  ad\ance our research mission and *1ro

1.. . . , . . .  ronsl i rure lhe ne\t  ge efat ion ofacadcmic and professional leaders. FcN universi t ies - i fanv
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Thc canpuslikc scuing on Wesl Adams Boulevard that has been home to the USC Annenberg Center fbr
Conmunicat ion \ \ i l l  cor l l inue to be ar 'ai lable lbr the lhree schools '  rese.rrch programs and for the USC
Annenberg Fcl lous. The schools \ l i l l  be abie to use this space fbr conferences, seminars. r is i t ins
scholars. aDd interdisciplinary fesearch projects-including many such activities that have alread) bccn
csiablishcd \,ith financial support from lhe Cenler- In order to preserve and enhance these programs, each
oIthe three scbools wi l l  cont inue 10 receive 5600.000 anDual l ]  f roln the Center endoNment

Undcr lhis dcccnlralization of USC AnnenberB Cenfer activities and lunding, a director olthe USC
Annenberg Fello\\,s Progran !\,ill be appointcd in lhc Graduate School to administer this new fillo\rs
progranr. aDd olher aclivities will bc coordinatcd b) lhc rhrcc individual schools. As such, th€ Cerlter $il1
firnction \rithout an executive director.

$ e arc dcepl] lhanklul lo Prolcssor Jonathan Aronson for his conlibulions in that fole over the past two
vears. He has carr ied out USCI's mission through his leadership. his scholar lv accomplishmenls in
international com|nunications and emerging coDnnunicatidl issues. and his vast net*.ork ofrelationships
\\'ith leading scholars and organizations :rcross rhe Dalion- We arc also gralcful lhat Professor Aronson
has agreed to continue 1() seNe USC in ncw academic lcadcrship capacities.

Under Dr- Aronson's direcrion. d1c USC Anncnbcrg Ccntcr grcN inlo a cross-disciplinar_v inlclleclual
comllallity u,ith a uniquc lcvcl ofenerg) and vigor, dm\,\.ing top niods fiom around the \rorld lor
seminars aird other progfams (effods that \\'i1l continue iD a decentralized way after this reconfiguration):
the Center perfbnned cutting-edge scholarly lvork on emergirg fonns ofdigital media end the adoption of
such media bI youlh; il hrs hclpcd rcvollrtionize intemctive eamlng technology tbr serious scholarlt and
pedagogical purposes; and i1 has loslered imprcssiv!' imnersil e aural technologies.

Finall), we are especiall)' gratefil for the continued suppo( olthc Anncnbcrg Foundation, USC's closcsl
partner in leading the communicalions rerolulion. lndccd.lhc Annenberg famil-v has sho\rn rare \.ision
o\.er the decades ir rccognizing thc imperative to explore and address..--and successliLlly guide- -the flo\t
olcommunication and infbrnalion in our world. They understood, earlier dran rnost, &al a change in
ho\y rve coDlrrunicale is a changc in what it means to be a human being. at the Ievel ofindividuals and as
a socicrr. No\\ $c move lolward again as partners, eagerly anticipating how the USC Annenbe!g
Fello\vs ald related pfograns l,ill bring fulthcr cxccllcncc ro this crucial acadcnric rcalm.
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