M E M O R A N D U M

To:

USC Faculty 
From:

Aileen Adams, Vice Provost for Strategic Alliances and

          

Dick Drobnick, Vice Provost for International Affairs 
Date:

February 4, 2005

Subject:
Call For Proposals:  Stimulating Tsunami-related Teaching, 

          

Research, and Outreach Activities at USC
Concept
Provost Armstrong is offering seed and planning grants of up to $7,500 to fund USC teaching, research, and outreach activities that could help alleviate the suffering caused by the recent  tsunami, as well as to strengthen societal responses to future tsunamis or other  disasters.   To increase the likelihood that these USC-funded activities will be effective and of high-value to the tsunami-ravaged societies, each project should be conducted in collaboration with strong local partners (e.g., universities, government agencies, NGOs) or with relevant international institutions.  
These grants are consistent with USC’s new Strategic Plan, which emphasizes the importance of projects with societal impact and global presence in collaboration with international partners.  The grants are intended to assist faculty and students to both contribute to the resolution of important societal issues and to learn from real world events.  The provost's grants are intended to:
· Provide seed money for the modification or extension of Spring/Summer 2005 activities that will help the affected societies cope with their devastation or develop new information for mitigating the effects of future tsunamis. 

· Provide planning money to develop major proposals which could be funded by foundations or government agencies.  Such planning proposals must identify potential funding sources, clearly explain why these entities might be likely to support the proposal, and include an illustrative budget.
The provost is seeking proposals that are creative; that clearly articulate their feasibility; that build on the applicant’s activities in interesting and cost-effective ways; and that leverage resources and develop international partnerships.  To be eligible, the proposal does not need to demonstrate that a partnership agreement has already been developed.  The Provost's Office is willing to try to help find potential partners for exceptional proposals, e.g., Association of Pacific Rim Universities (APRU) members in Southeast Asia (www.apru.org), NGOs in Southeast Asia, U.S. government agencies, and others.
The provost’s grants could be used to provide travel funds for USC faculty to visit potential partners and funding agencies or to bring the potential partners to USC, as well as to provide funds to support TAs or RAs on this project.
Selection Process

A selection committee of vice provosts, co-chaired by Vice Provosts Adams and Drobnick, will make recommendations to the provost for selection of the winning proposals.  Successful applicants will be announced by March 4.  For additional information, please contact Adams (telephone: 15823; e-mail: aileena@usc.edu) or Drobnick (telephone: 02101; e-mail: drobnick@usc.edu).

Guidelines   

The proposals should be no longer than three pages, double-spaced.  Brief attachments of supporting documentation are encouraged and should include the proposed budget, the resume(s) of project leaders(s), and information on external partners or potential partners.  Proposals should be e-mailed to Drobnick’s administrative assistant, Ms. Joyce Savage (joyces@usc.edu), by February 22.  All disciplines are encouraged to apply.  Although preference will be given to proposals that are interdisciplinary, it is not a requirement.  If feasible, proposals should include a brief letter of support from your relevant Dean or Deputy Dean.  
Please submit as your application the materials shown on the appended form, which you can reach by scrolling down. 

. 

                USC Tsunami-related Teaching, Research, and Outreach Proposal
Applicant

Proposal 

Project Summary (Up to 100 words)

Attachments
1. Project description (up to three pages).
2. Proposed budget.
3. Abbreviated resume of project leader (up to one page).
4. Information on external partner or potential partner.
5. Optional letter of support from dean or deputy dean. 
Name: 													


Position: 												


Department/School:											


Mail Code: 												


Phone:													


Fax:													


Email:													





Project Title: 												


Amount Requested:											


Project Leader(s):											


Potential External Partner(s):								_____________


Timeline for Proposed Activity:										














