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MEMORANDUM

To: Academic Deans, Faculty, and Staff qg
\

From: C. L. Max Nikias C\ L~ N \U

Date: March 25, 2009

Subject:  Update on Faculty Hiring Initiative

On behalf of President Sample, my office announced a significant initiative in 2005 to
bolster USC’s efforts to recruit leading interdisciplinary scholars. Our intention was
to recruit twelve exceptionally-accomplished individuals who were already prominent
and productive in their fields, and who would continue to produce research or other
creative work that influences human values, science, and thought.

Today, we are delighted to announce the appointment of five such interdisciplinary
scholars. They each hold the appointment of Provost’s Professor. They increase the
university’s stature and add to our innovative research, while offering
interdisciplinary courses and research opportunities for our students, both graduate
and undergraduate. (Their biographies accompany this announcement). They all
hold true joint appointments and have significant responsibilities in two or more
schools. The breadth and depth of their scholarship will certainly enrich our
academic community, and we are pleased to welcome these five distinguished
scholars to our campuses:

e Henry Jenkins is Provost’s Professor of Communication, Journalism, and
Cinematic Arts. A renowned media studies expert and an early scholar in
examining the changing role of the audience in a transmedia environment, he
will strengthen the university’s leadership in communication, cinematic arts,
and digital culture. He was recruited from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

e Michael Kahn is Provost’s Professor of Medicine and Pharmacy. He is an
internationally-recognized researcher in the field of molecular pharmacology,
and has forged collaborations with stem cell researchers, cancer researchers,
neurologists, cardiologists, and others at the Keck School of Medicine. He
will also continue to build partnerships with molecular pharmacologists,
medicinal chemists, and pharmacists in the School of Pharmacy. He was
recruited from the Institute for Chemical Genomics.






