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Water task force tries to fix “F” grades

by Mark McDermoit

Redondo Beach is known for its stun-
ning coastal geography. Most of what is
cherished about the city - such as its har-
bor and pier areas, its role in surfing his-
tory and scenic ocean views — is related to
the city’s perch alongside the southern-
most end of Santa Monica Bay.

But in recent years, the city has gained
some measure of ill-repute for other
coastal related matters, such as high bac-
teria counts in the waters near its beaches
and red tides that have resulted in mas-
sive fish kills in its harbor.

The water by the city's most popular
beach, just south of the pier, has repeat-
edly received “F" grades on the Heal the
Bay Annual Beach Report Cards, intended
to assess the risk of adverse health effects
for beachgoers. For the last two years, that
location made the report’s “Beach
Bummers" list for LA County.

Then last year, the city suffered through
its worst mass fish kills in recent memory
when a toxic algae bloom known as “red
tide" hit the harbor area twice in four
months. The first red tide, which began in
late May and lasted until early July, result-
ed in thousands of dead fish rotting in har-
bor waters for two full months.

It was, Mayor Mike Gin said, a wake-up
call for the city.

“That was the tipping factor, I think,”
Gin said. “But we also wanted to examine

ways we could really improve overall
water quality,” Gin recalled.

“In the first round [of red tide], we did-
n't deal with it effectively and it took two
months to recover from it," Councilman
Chris Cagle said. "During that time, at
least one business closed because it
smelled so bad people didn't want to go
down there."

Last July, Cagle and Gin addressed the
issue of how to deal with red tides more
effectively by convening a task force. At
the same time, they decided to tackle
other water-related issues, specifically the
failing water grades south of the pier.

Thus was born the Water Quality Task
Force. The 15-member group was given
one year to establish a list of recommen-
dations. It will conduct a joint meeting
with the City Council next weelk to make
those recommendations.

"It is really just, for the first time, going
around identifying things we could do right
away and bringing it all together on one list
that can be managed by the city,” Cagle
said. “The city works good with a list.”

The recommendations are big and
small. Among the actions called for is the
establishment of Clean Waterfront Plan,
the installation of a pilot aeration system
in the harbor as well as other methods to
improve water circulation, the use of har-
bor “trash skimmers" to collect floatable
debris, parking lot “debris catchers,” new

programs to insure trash bins leaks are
immediately replaced and trash truck
leaks are easily reportable, a water quali-
ty hotline for the public to report con-
cerns, new "doggie poles’ with waste bags
to better insure animal waste is collected,
enhanced source point testing to try and
identify sources of water pollution, and
several new “Best Management Practices”
programs that would be implemented
throughout the city.

Anne Dalkey, a biologist who served as
the chair of the subcommittee that made
longterm recommendations, said that ulti-
mately what the task force learned is that
everyone needs to be made more aware of
their impact on water quality.

"T guess the bottom line, which is what
our subcommittee realized early on, is
that in order to have clean water quality
in our harbor area, along the pier, and
along the beaches, it must include the
entire community,” she said. "It even
extends beyond the borders of just
Redondo Beach. It's a comprehensive way
we approach our lifestyle. Everything we
put in the water impacts the water quali-
ty...If we can take whatever steps possible
to minimize those impacts, we all benefit.
We have better water to swim in and bet-
ter fish to eat.”

Alex Bannerman, who chaired the sub-
committee charged with making recom-
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overstated. He noted that the four weeks
between June 19 and July 19, the pier
location received two "A" grades, a "B" and
a "C." In the three since, it has received
HFJS‘H

“Just because you take a sample in one
particular period doesn't mean the water
is bad all day long," Cagle said. "It might
just be a negative result for that thirty
minute period."

City Manager Bill Workman said that
one thing that has clearly emerged as the
city tries to cope with its water problems
is that nothing is crystal clear.

*I believe everyone who worked on the
task force found the issue is much more
complex than anyone ever dreamed,” he
said. “When we went into this, I think
people may have had certain precon-
ceived notions...but at some point, we all
came to a realization. "Wow, this is a very
complicated issue, with not a lot of easy
solutions.”

The joint meeting with the Water
Quality Task Force and the City Council
takes place this Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in
the upstairs meeting room in the Main
Library. ER



