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Abstract:

The stories that people tell to each other in everyday conversations are rich with references to mental states and processes. Collectively, the referents of these expressions constitute a commonsense model of human psychology. The pervasiveness of this model in stories suggests that an investigation of the relationship between language and commonsense psychological inference would inform our understanding of deep semantic interpretation of discourse. In this talk, I'll describe work on developing computational tools for mapping between English references to mental states and concepts and formal, inferential theories of commonsense psychology. The utility of these tools will be considered in the context of training and knowledge management applications for the US Army, where the experiences shared by junior officers as stories are analyzed in support of leadership development.
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