Coding Notes: Rwanda ’93-‘94

These coding notes are based on the chronology for Rwanda ’93-’94 in this website. See also, Journeys, Ch. 3, pp. 81-102, and the discussion on Coding Procedure in this website.

Background

Massive violence in Rwanda dates back to the the period immediately following the country’s independence from Belgium, when between 5,000 and 14,000 Tutsis were massacred in 1963-1964 under the Hutu controlled government (Journeys, p. 81). Around 200,000 Tutsis, on a total of 600,000 in Rwanda, are led to exile in Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda and Zaire (Chronology, p. 2).  Harff’s narrative in Journeys is a comparative analysis of the cases of Zaire, Burundi and Rwanda’s aiming at identifying the “conflictual events that were instrumental in leading to the[se] three crises” (Journeys, p. 82). The author’s “structural preconditions of geno/politicide” include international factors such as trade openness, the magnitude of upheaval conflict in neighbor states, and internal factors such as the autocratic nature of the regime, religious homogeneity, state failures in the previous decade, magnitude of civil conflict in last decade, or ruling elite representing only some ethnies, and on elite committed to an exclusionary ideology (Journeys, p. 85). Additionally, the author contends that the cases of Rwanda, Burundi and Zaire show the “inefficient nature of international involvement” and (but Zaire) the effects of “malign neglect” by the international community (Journeys, p. 100).

We graphed the case of Rwanda (1993-1994) as made up of two principal episodes, separated by the event of a coup d’état in Burundi in July 1993. In these coding notes, we principally emphasize our graphed treatment of the genocide happening in the second episode, where between 500,000 and one million Tutsis and moderate Hutus died in Rwanda starting in April-June 1994 (Journeys, p. 82).
Episode 1: From April to September 1993

(De-escalation 2-5-2)

While Tutsis exiles in Uganda of the Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF) were massively returning to Rwanda – prompting sporadic violence between the Hutu army and the Tutsis civilians (Journeys, p. 91) – Tutsis denounced the Hutu government for violating a March signed ceasefire between the two ethnic groups (Expectations of violence: Phase 2: Crisis). In May, the Rwandan government and Tutsis rebels agree to cut down their forces by half. Negotiations between the Hutu president (Habyarimana) and the RPF led to the Arusha Accords in August 1993, a “new comprehensive accord” allowing the formation of a coalition government constituted a Hutu Prime minister and 21 cabinet members including five Tutsis (Phase 5: Abatement) (Chronology, p. 8). The Accords also provide for the establishment of a new Rwandan army made of 60% of government forces (Hutus) and the 40% from the RPF. It also allowed the return of 650,000 peasant refugees which had fled the civil war in Rwanda during previous months to neighboring countries (Journeys, p. 93).

Episode 2: Escalatory Dynamic: From October 1993 to December 1994

(Escalation 3-4-5)

Shortly after the coup d’état in Burundi in July 1993, more than 70 000 refugees, including prominent Hutu political leaders, entered Rwanda.  In November, United Nations peace monitors began arriving in northern Rwanda, among which Belgian troops (Phase 2: Crisis). Starting in Mid-November, rebels (RPF) killed up to 60 people in northern Rwanda. When they enter the capital of Kigali, RPF troops cheered by crowds. In January 1994, the UN approved the deployment of additional peacekeepers, as residents from Kigali started to flee the capital due to rising ethnic tensions (Journeys, p. 93). At the end of February, two prominent Hutus politicians are killed, the UN condemns the killing and threatens to withdraw its peacekeeping troops unless a transition government, as featured by the August Arusha Accords, is put in place (Phase 3: Limited Violence). 

In April 1994, both Hutus presidents of Rwanda and Burundi are killed in an attack on their aircraft and “turmoil engulfs Rwanda” (Journeys, p. 90). Violence escalates by then: on April 7, the prime minister is killed, and 11 Belgian troops are killed, government forces participating in these killings. Thousands of Rwanda refugees escape toward Tanzania, and as of mid-April, battles “rage” in Kigali while large-scale massacres began (Journeys, p. 94) (Phase 4: Massive Violence).  Already by mid-May, more than 500 000 Rwandans are believed to have been massacred.

Our graph and the narrative in Journeys end in July 1994, when the rebels (RPF) declared victory and name a Hutu president (Phase 5: Abatement), which is recognized shortly by the Tanzanian government, while the UN, US, and European Community (EU) promise massive aid for the country (Journeys, p. 94). However, violence and killings did not stop until the establishment of a new transition government at the end of November (Journeys, p. 94).

