
 

Natural History Museum Trip 
Friday, November 4th 
1:00pmñ3:00pm 
Come see the amazing wonders of 
the worldñprecious gems, dinosaurs, 
and ancient artifacts! This activity is 
completely FREE, but remember to 
bring your USC ID with you so you 
can get into the museum for free! 
Meet at 1:00pm in the JEF Court-
yard! 

Long Beach Aquarium 
Friday, November 11th 
1:00pmñ6:00pm 
The USC Language Academy is go-
ing to the Long Beach Aquarium! 
Come touch sea jellies, sharks, and 
watch the seals play! This amazing 
place has lots of fun things to do and 
see, including a new Arctic fox! This 
activity is completely free!!! 
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The Academy News 
N O V E M B E R  4 ,  2 0 1 1  V O L U M E  5 2 ,  I S S U E  9  ¶ Inside Gil Choõs 

Head, p. 3 

¶ Why is there 

such a fierce 

rivalry between 

USC and 

UCLA?  

Danting ex-

plains, .p 4 

¶ It is urgent to 

protect the en-

vironment.  

Read Camilleõs 

editorial, p. 5. 

Candies, Costumes, Carvings and Carnivals. Halloween was a fun holiday. We 

partied at JEF courtyard on Oct 28, where Language Academy students carved pumpkins in 

costumes. The most scaring, funny and original prizes were given out in both costume and 

pumpkin carving categories. Pictures have more to say! Jeannine Jiang 



Thursday, November 10th 

Time Location Description Facilitator Levels 

11:00τ12:00 KAP 113 IELTS Test Preparation James Hutzell All Levels 
(Recommended 

for 3-6) 

11:00τ12:00 SOS B38 
Building English Skills 

Diana Hiciu Levels Beginner, 
1 & 2 

 
 

11:00τ12:00   

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 1 & 2 Jackie Kim Levels 1 & 2 

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 3 Annie Lin Level 3 

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 4 Diana Echeverria Level 4 

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 5 Matt Shin Level 5 

JEF Courtyard 
Conversation Level 6 & 7 

Isabelle Feldhaus Level 6 & 7 
 

12:30τ1:30 JEF Courtyard Conversation Levels 3 & 4 Matt Shin Levels 3 & 4 

 
Conversation PracticeðPractice speaking English by level with REAL USC STUDENTS. This is an interactive discussion in which you will 

participate in group discussions about several interesting topics. This is your opportunity to practice speaking and to ask questions. Sign up early 
if you would like to attend Conversation Practice since they fill up quickly! 

 
IELTS Test PreparationñIn this lab, you will have the opportunity to learn tips and tricks on how to ace the IELTS test.  

 
Writing SkillsññIn this lab, you will have the opportunity to work on improving your writing skills. Youôll get tips and tricks that will make you a 

better English writer. BOTH Writing Skills labs will cover the same topic on Tuesday. Please only sign up for one section of Writing Skills. 
 

Building English Skills: Levels 1-2ðDo you want to pronounce words better when you read aloud in class?  Do you want to have beautiful 
handwriting?  Do you want to improve your spelling and basic grammar? This lab will focus on handwriting, spelling, reading aloud and sentence 

grammar.  It is strongly recommended for students in Beginning Level to Level 2.  

 

Tuesday, November 8th 

Time Location Description Facilitator Levels 

11:00τ12:00 KAP 113 IELTS Test Preparation James Hutzell All Levels 
(Recommended 

for 3-6) 

11:00τ12:00 SOS B45 
Building English Skills 

Diana Hiciu Levels Beginner, 
1 & 2 

11:00τ12:00 JEF 124 
Writing Skills 

Nevena  
Fairclough 

Levels 3, 4, 5, & 6 

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 1 & 2 Jackie Kim Levels 1 & 2 

11:00τ12:00   

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 3 Annie Lin Level 3 

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 4 Diana Echeverria Level 4 

JEF Courtyard Conversation Level 5 Matt Shin Level 5 

JEF Courtyard 
Conversation Level 6 & 7 

Isabelle Feldhaus Level 6 & 7 
 

12:30τ1:30 DRB 265 
Writing Skills 

Marisa Garcia-
Crocker 

Levels 3, 4, 5, & 6 
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TAN: The Academy News 

G: Gil 

 

TAN: What was your childhood dream? 

G: Superhero. I wanted to be a superhero 

before ten. And after ten, I realized it was 

a silly dream. I wanted to be a teacher 

since then. 

 

TAN: So that brought you to the immi-

gration advisor here?  

G: Yes. 

TAN: Why do you want to work as an 

immigration advisor? 

G: First, by being an immigration advisor, 

I can give students helpful information. 

Another reason is that I have a lot of inter-

national experiences. I have been a student 

both in America and China. I have worked 

in Japan and America. Those international 

experiences help me to be a better immi-

gration advisor. 

TAN: Would you please explain a little 

bit about your international experi-

ences? 

G: Sure. I studied at Boston University 

first, and then I studied in China for 3 

months, which was about ten years ago. I 

was really a successful student in America. 

Sounds not humble, but I really was. But I 

was a bad student in China. That was 

caused by, I would like to say, differences 

in culture. In America, students are asked 

to be creative, independent and are encour-

aged to argue. In China, things are the 

same, but in a different way. 

 

TAN: Can you describe your personal-

ity in three words? 

G: Funny (SO TRUE), sensitive, patient.  

TAN: Would you please explain what 

you mean by sensitive? 

G: Most people regard sensitive as a nega-

tive adjective, but I mean it in a positive 

way. I am good at understanding other 

peopleôs situation and feelings. 

 

TAN: What thing can you not quit do-

ing? 

G: Computer games. I like Starcraft 2 

most. I am good at killing people! But I 

donôt usually have enough time to play as I 

want to. 

 

TAN: Who would 

you like to be if 

you could be any-

one else in the 

world? Or maybe 

you just want to 

be Gil? 

G: Yeah, I want to 

be the best sides of 

Gil. Well, for the 

people I know in 

real life, I would like to be like Dr. 

Heather Robertson. She is successful in 

her field, wrote a  good thesis on English 

teaching, and gives presentation to teach 

others about how to teach English. She is 

actually the teacher of teachers. 

TAN: Do you want to be an English 

teacher too? 

G: Yes, I would love to. Actually I was the 

academic director for other schools (How 

impressive!). But the Language Academy 

will not hire me until I have more experi-

ences in teaching. I might need to teach 

English in China for several years and 

come back. 

 

TAN: What are the things that you re-

gret most so far? 

G: I made a lot of mistakes with commu-

nication when I first lived in Japan and 

China. It was not about the language but 

the culture. I communicated in the Ameri-

can style, which is more direct than the 

Japanese. I thought I was being indirect 

but I was still way too direct for the Japa-

nese. I often made people sad and angry as 

I spoke. I have a very close Japanese 

friend; once she said something like what I 

did was cheap. I told her directly that I 

didnôt like it because it made me feel I was 

a cheap person, like I donôt want to buy 

her things. Then she got angry. Normally 

itôs not polite in Japan to show your dis-

agreement directly, even though we are 

really close friends. 

 

TAN: What happened in China then? 

G: There was one time that I got very an-

gry. I lived in a Chinese family with an-

other American student. They always 

talked to the other student who spoke bet-

ter Chinese, and most of the time I just 

watched them talking. Then I got very 

angry and just wouldnôt cooperate with 

them, acting like a small child. After one 

month, I talked to them about it and things 

got better. They wished that I could have 

told them earlier. I really regretted making 

myself, the other American student and the 

Chinese family upset during the first 

month. It was unfair to them. But now we 

are in very good relationship; I visited 

them afterwards when I went to China 

about 5 years ago. 

 

TAN: What is your motto? 

G: There is a Golden rule. I think it is also 

said by Confucius. (Gil checked online to 

make sure what exactly it looks like) ñ 

One should treat others as one would like 

others to treat oneself.ò I think statement 

developed in all cultures independently.  

 

TAN: What are the three things you 

would like to do most before being kid-

napped by ALIENS? 

G: Oh, thatôs a hard one. Aliensé I would 

like to get married and raise a family first, 

then get my PhD degree probably in edu-

cation or culture or communication to 

make my family proud. And learn how to 

kill aliens. Actually, that should probably 

be the FIRST thing to do! 

 

TAN: Which Language Academy stu-

dents do you like most? You HAVE to 

name one! 

G: I would say Youssef Abosubait 

(Applaud for 

Youssef!). Iôm 

proud of him. He 

is very open to 

learning about 

other cultures. He 

makes friends 

with people from 

other countries 

and helps those 

from his own country to make friends with 

them. He does this not because we ask him 

to but because he wants to.  

 

TAN: What would you like to say to all 

Language Academy students? 

G: Do your homework! 

 

INTERVIEW: Gilbert Cho by Jeannine Jiang and Cassie Wu 
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        On the first day we started our 

study in USC Language Academy, 

we were told by dear Mr. Gilbert 

Cho, ñUCLA is our enemy.ò Why? 

Why do we hate UCLA? There is a 

long story between USC Trojans and 

UCLA Bruins. 

        The football game rivalry be-

tween USC and UCLA has existed 

since the year 1919. During the 

opening game of UCLAôs 1941 sea-

son, six students of USCôs Trojan 

Knights stole the Victory Bell from 

UCLAôs campus and hid the bell for 

over a year.  The bell had been given 

to  UCLA students as a gift by the 

UCLA Alumni Association in 1939.  

When this Victory Bell was returned 

in 1942, a compromise was reached 

between USC and UCLA: This bell 

would become a prize awarded to the 

victor of the yearly USC-UCLA 

football game.  

        However, the rivalries and 

pranks between two universities had 

just begun. For example, in 1958, a 

group of students from UCLA rented 

a helicopter and dropped 500 pounds 

of manure on the Tommy Trojan 

statue, which was the mascot of 

USC. In the same year, USC stu-

dents stole UCLAôs student newspa-

per, The Daily Bruin, replaced all of 

newspaper with a fake one, Daily 

Bruin, and distributed them on game 

day. On the front page of the fake 

newspaper, football coach of UCLA 

was quoted as saying: ñI canôt see 

any hope for our team.ò  

        Several titles have been applied 

to describe this football game such 

as  ñThe Battle of L.A.ò and ñThe 

Crosstown Showdown..  These 

names are heard especially during 

the week before the game, which is 

known as ñTroy Weekò at USC , 

while  UCLa refers to it as ñBeat óSC 

Week.ò. Every year, pranks are cre-

ated in all possible forms to show 

off, attack the rival, and protect each 

otherôs campus. It has become a part 

of the events before the USC vs. 

UCLA football game. As a new stu-

dent living in USC, donôt be sur-

prised when you see students of  the 

Trojan Knights guard our Tommy 

status on that week all day  and 

night .  

      The football game against UCLA 

Bruins will be on November 26  this 

year. Letôs join in the activities 

which will be held before the game, 

and pay attention to any potential 

prank made by UCLA students when 

you walk around the USC campus. 

Fight on, Trojans! Beat the Bruins! 

Why the Rivalry with UCLA? USC Highlights 

USC students guard the statue of Tommy Trojan during Troy Week,  Nov 21-26. 


