Request for Pilot Proposals (RFP)

Alzheimer Disease Research Center (ADRC Year 23)

University of Southern California (USC)
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The USC ADRC invites interested clinical and basic science investigators to submit letters of intent for one year pilot research projects.   

RESEARCH THEME(S)

The USC ADRC focuses on mild cognitive changes related to aging, Alzheimer disease (AD) and cerebrovascular disease (CVD) in multi-ethnic communities.  We assume that the demographic heterogeneity in the dementias of aging can be understood in terms of gene-environment interactions.  The next phase of this ADRC will draw from USC strengths in epidemiologic and longitudinal studies; in the molecular biology of aging and its diseases; and in genomics.  We seek new basic and clinical and psychosocial approaches to the detection, cause, prevention, and treatment of early-stage cognitive impairments in human and in animal models. We also encourage proposals relevant to normal brain aging processes and to clinical stage dementias. 

BUDGET

Investigators may request direct costs up to $35,000 per year for pilot projects.  Duration of pilot projects is for 1 year (4/1/06-3/31/07). Non-USC investigators and sites must identify a USC collaborator and submit proposal as a subcontract to USC.  

TIMETABLE

Monday, October 3, 2005 - Letter of intent  (send by e-mail to etaylor@usc.edu). 

An NIH-biosketch and 500 word abstract/outline including title of study, investigator(s), rationale, specific aims/hypothesis, methodology, duration of the study, and requested direct costs.  Letter of intent will be ranked by Executive Committee based on scientific merit, caliber of investigator, likelihood of resulting in future R01, integration with ADRC research theme and resources. 

Friday, October 21, 2005 - Notification of Selected Investigator(s) by ADRC Executive Committee to Develop 3-Page Proposal  (research proposal, cover page, total direct costs requested,   biosketch forms for key personnel [PHS398 format]) for external review and submission to NIA.   

Monday, November 21, 2005 –Second iteration of proposal due (3-page research plan, budget (using NIH PHS398 format, Biosketches of Key Personnel).  Will be sent to external reviewers.
Friday, December 16, 2005 – Feedback from external reviewers

Monday, January 16, 2006 – Final proposal due (fully formatted using PHS398 forms (abstract page, 3 page summary, budget page and budget justification, and biosketches of all key personnel).
Wednesday, February 1, 2006: 1-year pilot project submitted to National Institute on Aging.  

ADRC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  Please contact any of the following if you have questions.

	Name
	
	e-mail
	Telephone

	Helena Chui, M.D. 
	Admin Core
	chui@usc.edu
	(323) 442-7686

	Caleb Finch, Ph.D. 
	Admin Core
	cefinch@usc.edu
	(213) 740-1757

	Elena Taylor Munoz
	Admin Core
	etaylor@usc.edu
	(323) 442-7674

	Margaret Gatz, Ph.D. 
	Education Core
	Gatz@usc.edu
	(213) 740-2212

	Wendy Mack Ph.D. 
	Data Core
	Wmack@usc.edu
	(323) 442-1820

	Lon Schneider M.D. 
	Pharmacology Core
	Lschneid@usc.edu
	(323) 442-7600

	Xavier Salazar, Psy. D.
	Spanish Satellite
	Xsalazar@usc.edu
	(562) 401-8130

	Manbir Singh, Ph.D. 
	Imaging Core 
	Msingh@usc.edu
	(213) 740-0837

	Carol Miller, M.D. 
	Pathology Core
	Carolmil@usc.edu
	(323) 442-1602
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