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Introduction

Researchers seeking historical information about an old company or an extinct firm have a fair bit of detective work to do. One should begin by searching for any works by or about the company in question in the Card Catalog, and in appropriate bibliographies. Researchers should also consult standard indexes such as The New York Times Index, The Wall Street Journal Index, Business Periodicals Index, and the Social Science Index. In addition, researchers may consult several sets of company annual reports.

Directories

Most researchers seeking information about early or obsolete U.S. companies are well served by consulting the older volumes of the following directories.

· Annual guide to stocks: Directory of active stocks. -- Jersey City, NJ : Financial Information Inc. [1997? - ] 

Formerly a section of the Financial stock guide service, this title provides information, as available, on outstanding foreign and domestic listed and unlisted stocks, including the place of incorporation, par value, CUSIP number, transfer agent, transfer charge, dividend disbursing agent, recent changes in capital structure and recent dividend information. Information regarding corporations which are no longer in existence is cumulated annually in the Directory of obsolete securities: annual guide to stocks, also published by Financial Information, Inc.

· The Dun & Bradstreet reference book of American business. -- Murray Hill, N.J. : Dun & Bradstreet, Inc. -- Bimonthly. 

Began publication in 1859 under the title Reference Book.   This multi-volume work is arranged by state and community within the state. It provides an alphabetical listing of establishments doing credit based business. The applicable SIC code, telephone number, year established and Dun's credit rating are listed. Updated bimonthly.

· Moody's manuals. -- New York. Moody's Investor Service. 

A standard reference source covering the last century, the series currently includes the following titles. The dates listed are the beginning dates for the current titles. 

Moody's Bank and Finance Manual. 1955 --      

Moody's Industrial Manual. 1954 -- 

Moody's International Manual. 1981 --

Moody's OTC Industrial Manual. 1970 --

Moody's Public Utility Manual. 1954 --

Moody's Transportation Manual. 1954 --     

Moody's OTC Unlisted Manual. 1986 -- 

The manuals provide information on company history, mergers and acquisitions, subsidiaries, principle plants and properties, as well as basic financial data. Data from recent volumes are also published in part on CD-ROM as Moody's company data and Moody's international company data. 

· The National stock summary. -- New York, N.Y. : National Quotation Bureau. -- Semiannual. 

Lists mergers, acquisitions and detailed stock transaction summaries. Includes foreign securities sold in the United States. 

· Thomas register of American manufacturers and Thomas register catalog file. -- [1st] ed. (1905/06)- . -- New York : Thomas Pub. Co., [1906-

Title varies slightly. This basic source for identification of U.S manufacturers is arranged by product in a large (folio) sized multi-volume set, including the Thomas Register Catalog File. The products range from abacuses to yardsticks with thousands of household and industrial items in between. The current online edition is available on the Internet.  URL: http://www.thomasregister.com (registration required)
Obsolete Securities

· Directory of obsolete securities: annual guide to stocks. -- Jersey City, N.J.: Financial Information, Inc. [1970 - ] annual. 

This volume will aid the researcher not only in determining what became of companies but also indicates the value of stock at the time of merger or acquisition. Dissolutions and charter revocations are also included. The directory provides brief information on "banks and companies whose original identities have been lost as a result of one or more of the following actions: change in name, merger, acquisition, dissolution, reorganization, bankruptcy, charter cancellation....The listing for each company indicates the manner in which the company's identity or securities became obsolete; each listing also includes the new name of the comapny (if any) and the year the action occurred," along with information on whether the stock has any remaining value. Information in the directory was originally published in the Financial Daily Card Service and the Annual Guide to Stocks (formerly the Financial stock guide service). The volume for 1970 "contains a resume of material published in the Financial daily card service during the years 1927 through 1969."

· The "Questioned stock" manual : a guide to determining the true worth of old and collectible securities / Albert F. Gargiulo, with Rocco Carlucci. -- New York : McGraw-Hill, c1979. -- xiv, 193 pp. : ill. 

This book, which uses some anecdotal materials, explains methods of tracking and evaluating old stock certificates. It is a guide to many helpful sources, including other titles cited in this section of the guide. 
· Obsolete American securities and corporations. -- New York : R.M. Smythe, 1904-11. -- 2 v. : front., facsims. 

These volumes primarily list companies that failed or were merged in the nineteenth century with a few from the early years of the twentieth century. In some instances a reason for the failure is offered. The Robert D. Fisher manual of valuable and worthless securities, currently published by the R. M. Smythe Company, continues the work begun in these volumes. 

· Valuable extinct securities. / compiled and published by R[oland] M[ulville] Smythe. -- New York : R. M. Smythe, 1929. 

Describes companies that failed but still may have had some residual value as late as the 1920's.

· Obsolete securities. -- New York, N.Y. : Oildom Publishing Co., Inc., c1923. -- 431 pp. 

This volume is a comprehensive listing of companies chartered in Delaware and New Jersey which no longer had valid charters when this book was published (1923). The year the charter was lost is given for each company.

LOCATING BOOKS

All call numbers are read left to right, top to bottom.  However, the two major systems don't shelve exactly the same way.

For Dewey Decimal System: (most public libraries)
625.9873
or
813.009

CUR

B433a

The first line of numbers indicate the subject, and are arranged in ascending order on the shelves, going from small to large.  So, the shelf would look like this:

124
145
169  for whole numbers.

When you start dividing the subjects into more specific topics, a number is added after the decimal.  These are arranged in ascending order also, but are DECIMAL numbers.

124.28 
124.35
124.4 

The second line is either letters or a combination of letters and numbers, depending on the library.  The letters are shelved alphabetically, and the numbers are treated as decimals also, even if there isn't a point after the letter.

For LC (Library of Congress) Classification: (most academic libraries)
HQ

792

B433a

The first line is letters, which indicate the general subject, and are arranged alphabetically.

The second line is numbers, and they are arranged as regular whole numbers.

The third line includes a letter, which is arranged alphabetically, and then is followed by a DECIMAL number.

Call Number Cheat Sheet

For Dewey Decimal System: (most public libraries)

Business Directories:
338.7
332.6
332.03
338.097
338.07








Biographical Dictionaries:
920.03
920.07





Business
338.0922
650.9





Medicine
610.25






Education
923.773






Entertainment
791.43
791.092





Science & Engineering
509.22






Law
340.025
351.025




For LC (Library of Congress) Classification: (most academic libraries)

Business Directories:
HG 4057
HG 4907
HC 102
HF 5035
HG 4501








Biographical Dictionaries:







Business
HF 3023
F 860 (CA)





Medicine
R 153






Education
LA 2311






Entertainment
PN 1583






Science & Engineering
Q 141






Law
KF 372
KF 8700




Use this guide to browse for items on the shelf at your local library.
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Examples of Electronic Resources Available Via Public Libraries

 

Business Databases at Los Angeles Public Library
<http://www.lapl.org/databases/db_business.shtml>

Biographical Databases at Los Angeles Public Library
<http://www.lapl.org/databases/db_biography.shtml>

Newspapers, Magazines & Databases at Chicago Public Library
<http://www.chipubweb.org/4carlweb/013databases/dbhome.html>

Electronic Resources at New York Public Library
<http://www.nypl.org/branch/eresources.html>

Regional History Resources at LAPL
<http://www.lapl.org/elec_neigh/>

Examples of Electronic Resources Available Via Academic Libraries

 

Business Databases at University of Southern California
<http://www.usc.edu/isd/elecresources/subject/Business.html>

 

Business Databases at Cal State University Northridge
<http://library.csun.edu/subbiz.html>

Virtual Library of Virginia
<http://www.viva.lib.va.us/>

California Digital Library
<http://www.cdlib.org/>
Examples of Electronic Resources Available Via State Library Consortiums

State Library of Florida


<http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/stlib/st_lib_resources.html>

State Library of Pennsylvania - POWER
<http://www.powerlibrary.net/HelpfulInfo/default.htm>

State Library of New York - NOVEL
<http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/library/novel/index.html>
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