Animal Care and Use
Annual Refresher Training Topics
· Preparation and submission of protocols for the use of animals. All procedures to be performed using animals must be approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee before the work begins. Minor changes or additions to procedures using animals can be requested on a Continuing Review Form, but major changes must be requested by filling out the entire Protocol Synopsis Form. Requests for minor amendments can often be reviewed on an expedited basis if requested by the investigator. Department of Animal Resources staff can answer questions about what is considered a minor or a major amendment to a protocol.  All forms for submission to the IACUC are now available on the Department of Animal Resources and IACUC web site at www.usc.edu/dar under the forms section. Instructions are available on the same web site. Principal investigators are encouraged to share copies of animal use protocols with their laboratory staff.

· Acquisition, care and justification of the use of appropriate species and numbers of animals. The IACUC reviews each protocol for justification of animal numbers. The animal numbers (including animals produced from breeding colonies) on each protocol are tracked by the Department of Animal Resources.

· Training of personnel in appropriate methods of animal experimentation. All personnel who may handle animals must be trained. This includes faculty, staff, postdoctoral fellows, and students. Information on the training program for new staff is available on the Animal Resources web site, or call 442-1689.

· Methods whereby questions, concerns, or incidents of possible noncompliance with animal care and use standards can be reported to the IACUC. You may contact the committee by phone at (323) 442-1689 or you may file an Animal Incident Report Form, which is available in the Department of Animal Resources office (Hoffman room 214 on the Health Sciences Campus) and on the Animal Resources and IACUC web site. Individuals making a report may remain anonymous.
· Minimization or avoidance of animal pain and distress in concert with sound scientific practices. Potentially painful procedures in animals must be performed with appropriate anesthesia and analgesia. The IACUC policy on pain and distress is available on the Animal Resources and IACUC web site along with lists of anesthetic and analgesic drugs and dosages for various species.
· Consideration of alternatives to animal use. Federal regulations require that alternatives to the use of animals must be considered for all protocols. Information and links to databases regarding alternatives can be found on the Animal Resources and IACUC web site.
· Disclosure of experimental endpoints. For many studies, the IACUC requires specific endpoints to be established. For example, studies involving experimental neoplasia in rodents must be conducted under specific guidelines relating to tumor size and the clinical condition of individual animals. Guidelines are available in the Investigator Manual on the Animal Resources and IACUC web site. Specific adverse events relating to experimental protocols using animals must be promptly reported to the IACUC.
· Occupational health and safety for persons working with animals. All individuals who will handle animals must attend the General Laboratory Safety Training course offered by the Safety Department. For information on the course, call 442-2200. Any questions about health and safety should be directed to Sheila Hedayati, Biosafety Officer at 442-2208. 
· Surgical protocols, including pre-surgical evaluation, aseptic surgical methods, and post-operative care. Guidelines for surgery in rodents are available in the Investigator Manual on the Animal Resources and IACUC web site. New surgical protocols in animals other than rodents must be reviewed with a veterinarian in the Department of Animal Resources.
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