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That the prevalence of autism
had risen to 1 in every 150
American children, and almost 1
in 94 boys.
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Qualitative impairments in communication
Diagnose and treat autism earlier, ré
some of the social and educational chX
linked to the disorder.

Quallitative impairments in reciprocal social
interaction

Presence of stereotypic, restrictive, and repetitive
patterns of behavior, interests, and activities.

g to the National Research Council:

bset of children with autistic spectrum urs by itself or in association
B make marked progress during the orders which affect the
g intensive early intervention, and brain such as viral

tic spectrum disorders ic disturbances. and

nt before age 3 to ely 60 percent
tervention.

Q percent




Piedad Suarez 12/15/2008

There is no known single cause for
autism

Observation of the individual's
communication Is generally accepted that it is caused

by abnormalities in brain structure or
function

Mental refardation Brain scans show differences in the

Behavior and , ﬁehtr:llvior disglrde' shape and structure of the brain in

developmental levels earng | plobloms children with autism versus neuro-
d and eccentric typical children

Link between heredity, genetics and
medical problems.

NeuroSPECT scans are
becoming extremely
B TCHMIMD - L1 Y Lo informative, as they show
‘ - . 8 blood flow through areas
of the brain. Blood flow
implies function / activity
(24)(25). As noted, the
autistic children have
presented consistently
with a decrease in blood
flow in the temporal area,
various degrees of
hypoperfusion in the
parietal / occipital area
and the cerebellum
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with autism there are certain symptoms
plefining of the individual as he/she

pfuse the evolving, defining
pature, but rather secondary

«Difficulty understanding others' feelings.
*Pedantic, formal style of speaking; often called "little professor,”
verbose.

*Extreme difficulty reading and/or interpreting social cues.
*Socially and emotionally inappropriate responses.

sLiteral interpretation of language. difficulty comprehending
implied meanings.

*Extensive vocabulary. Reading commences at an early age
(hyperlexia).

«Stereotyped or repetitive motor mannerisms.
<Difficulty with "give and take" of conversation.

gh the medical problems may not be
teractions with autistic children may
secondary to sensory defensiveness,
behaviors, and potentially
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Increased
dental caries

Increased
gingival and
periodontal
disease
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Patients with autism will exhibit wide variation in their level
of understanding and ability to cooperate during dental
treatment.
A preliminary office visit to assess their capabilities, obtain
a medical history and gauge the extent of dental disease
should be arranged.
Itis best to conduct the first two components of this
analysis in the dentist’s private office rather than in the
operatory, because the dental examination light and the
noise of a dental engine (even if in another operatory)
may be stressful for people with autism who have visual
auditory hypersensitivity.
Children with autism also generally dislike being touched.
Patients’ medical histories can offer many valuable clues
to help successfully manage their dental
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® May be able to cooperate during treatment when

local anesthesia and, when necessary, nitrous oxide-

oxygen sedation are used.

©® The presence of parents or aides in the operatory is
helpful and appears to comfort the patients and
augment cooperation.

©® Compliance is further enhanced by use of the tell-
show-do technique.

©® Give short, clear commands and positive and
negative verbal reinforcement.

® Use of a dental mouth prop to help patients keep
their mouths open is helpful.

® Use of "hand over mouth” and restraints such as a
“papoose board” is controversial.
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