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Assessment of Older People 

This guide is intended to introduce users to the resources for assessment and practice of 
the elderly. Under the subject heading of “Tests and Measurements” in Gerontology Library’s 
pamphlet file collection, samples of various assessment tools are available.   

 
Books 
 
Andresen, Elena, Barbara Rothenberg, James G. Zimmer.  Assessing the health status of older 

adults.  New York: Springer Pub., 1997.  271p. 
RC953.A87 1997 

 
Applebaum, Robert A., Jane K. Straker, Scott M. Geron.  Assessing satisfaction in health and 

long term care: practical approaches to hearing the voices of consumers.  New York: 
Springer Pub, 2000.  142p. 
RA399.A1A875 2000 

 
Burns, Alistair S. Assessment scales in old age psychiatry. 2nd ed.  London : Martin Dunitz ; 

Malden, MA, USA : Distributed in the United States by Blackwell Science, 2004.  383p. 
RC473.P78B876 2004X 

 
Dean, Ward.  Biological Aging Measurement: Clinical Applications.  2nd ed.  Thousand Oaks, 

CA: Center for Bio-Gerontology, c1988.  26p. 
QP86.D43 1988 

 
Fillenbaum, Gerda G.  Multidimensional Functional Assessment of Older Adults : The Duke 

Older Americans Resources And Services Procedures.  Hillsdale, NJ : L. Erlbaum Associates, 
1988.  179p. 
HV1465.F56 1988 

 
Gitlin, Laura N.  Physical function in older adults : a comprehensive guide to its meaning 
and measurement / Publication info: Austin, Tex. : Pro-ED, 2006.  359p. 

RC953.G584 2006 
 
Handbook of Assessment in Clinical Gerontology / edited by Peter A. Lichtenberg.  New York : 

Wiley, 1999.  662p. 
RC451.4.A5H358 1999 

 
Handbook of geriatric assessment / Joseph J. Gallo.  4th ed.  Mass: Jones and Bartlett Publishers, 

2006.  473p. 
RC953.G34 2000 

 
Handbook of aging and mental health : an integrative approach / edited by Jacob Lomranz.  New 

York : Plenum Press, 1998.  539p. 
BF724.8.H35 1998 
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Kane, Rosalie A.  Assessing the elderly :  a practical guide to measurement.  Lexington, Mass : 

Lexington Books, 1981.  301p. 
RC954.3.K36 

 
Mezey, Mathy David.  Health assessment of the older individual.  New York : Springer Pub., 

1993.  246p.   
RC954.M49 1993 

 
McDowell, Ian.  Measuring health : a guide to rating scales and questionnaires.  2nd ed.  New 

York : Oxford University Press, 1996. 523p. 
RA408.5.M38 1996 

 
McInnis-Dittrich, Kathleen.  Social work with elders : a biopsychosocial approach to assessment 

and intervention.  2nd ed.  Boston : Pearson, 2005.  389p. 
HV1461.M384 2005 

 
Measurement issues in aging and physical activity : proceedings of the 10th 

Measurement and Evaluation Symposium / Weimo Zhu, Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko, 
editors. Publication info: Champaign, IL : Human Kinetics, 2006.  190p. 
QP86.M43 2006 
 

The Mini nutritional assessment, MNA : nutrition in the elderly / editors, B.J. Vellas ... [et al.]  
2nd ed.  New York : Springer Pub., 1994.  143p. 
HQ1060.A564 1994 supp.2 

 
Osterweil, Dan and Kenneth Brummel-Smith, John C. Beck.  Comprehensive geriatric 

assessment.  New York : McGraw-Hill, Medical Publishing Division, 2000.  480p. 
RC953.G46 2000 

 
Research instruments in social gerontology. David J. Mangen, Warren A. Peterson, ed.  

Minneapolis, MN : University of Minnesota Press, 1982-1984.  3v. 
HQ1061.R44 1982.  v.1-3 

 
Segal, Frederick L. Coolidge, Erlene.  Personality disorders and older adults: diagnosis, 
assessment, and treatment.  Hoboken, N.J: Wiley, 2006. 3320. 

RC554.S37 2006 
 

Tuokko, Holly.  An assessment guide to geriatric neuropsychology.  Mahwah, N.J : L. Erlbaum 
Associates, 1998.  282p.   
RC451.4.A5T895 1998 
 

Web Resources 
  

Assessment Tools.  Administration on Aging.  
http://www.eldercare.gov/eldercare/Public/resources/assessment.asp.   
Tools to help the elderly and family caregiver to assess their needs and to determine 
strategies for care. 
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FAQ/Finding Information About Psychological Tests 

http://www.apa.org/science/faq-findtests.html 
 
Guidelines for the Evaluation of Dementia and Age-Related Cognitive Decline 

http://www.apa.org/practice/dementia.html  
 
The Living to 100 Life Expectancy Calculate  

http://www.livingto100.com/  
  

Physician's Guide to Assessing and Counseling Older Drivers 
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/10791.html  
 

Safe Mobility for Older People Notebook 
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/olddrive/safe/safe-toc.htm  

 
Tests and Assessments Referenced in Ageline   

http://assets.aarp.org/rgcenter/ageline/test_assess.pdf 
A quick reference to over 600 measures mentioned in AgeLine, arranged 
alphabetically, and available on the AgeLine web site.   

 
 
Library Databases  
 
 
PsycINFO ( Available on the USC Libraries Website: www.usc.edu/libraries ) 

Users may find tests and measurement instruments by searching the general psychometrics 
classification code 22 or by test name and related descriptors.   
 

Ageline ( Available on the USC Libraries Website: www.usc.edu/libraries ) 
Assessment instrument can be searched by name.    
 

Test Reviews Online http://www.unl.edu/buros/   
Search the Mental Measurements Yearbook by test title, test classification or key words.  It 
provides descriptive information on commercially published English-language tests.  
References to the tests and reviews are included as well as information on availability, 
scoring, and validity.  


