SOME CLASSIC JEWISH TEXTS ON ARABS/MUSLIMS

Reuven Firestone
Hebrew Union College, Los Angeles
See also Talmud under Ry>v andXy»v article in Jastrow for further references, and see
Kalmin, Sages, Stories, Authors... pp. 264-271.

GENESIS 10:

1. These are the generations of the sons of
Noah: Shem Ham and Japheth: sons were
born to them after the Flood....

21. Sons were also born to Shem, ancestor
of all the descendants of Eber and older
brother of Japheth. 22. The descendants of
Shem: Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud,
and Aram. 23. The descendants of Aram:
Utz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24.
Arpachshad begot Shelah, and Shelah
begot Eber. 25. Two sons were born to
Eber: the name of the first was Peleg, for in
his days the earth was divided; and the
name of his brother was Yoqtan. 26.
Yoqtan begat Almodad, Shelef,
Hatzarmavet, Jerah, Hadoram, Uzal,
Diklah, Oval, Avimael, Sheva, Ophir,
Havilah, and Yovav; all these were the
descendants of Yoqtan. 30. Their
settlements extended from Mesha as far as
Sephar, the hill country to the east. 31.
These are the descendants of Shem
according to their clans and languages, by
their lands, according to their nations. 32.
These are the groupings of Noah's
descendants, according to their origins, by
their nations; and from these the nations
branched out over the earth after the Flood.
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GENESIS 16:11

And the angel of the Lord said to her
[Hagar], "I will greatly increase your
offspring, and they shall be too many to
count...you shall bear a son; You shall call
him Ishmael, for the Lord has paid heed to

>,TO MWRI2
VY- DRYDY 9% NRIP) 12 AT )
XD T R 2 TY-o8 A
-92°19-5¥1 92 92 1 9 22 97 oI




your suffering. He shall be a wild ass of a
man; His hand against everyone, and
everyone's hand against him;' He shall
dwell alongside of all his kinsmen.'
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GENESIS 25:

1. Abraham took another wife, whose name
was Qeturah. She bore him Zimran,
Yoqshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and
Shuah. Yoqshan begot Sh'va and Dedan.”
The descendants of Dedan were the
Asshurim, the Letushim, and the
Le'ummim. The descendants of Midian
were ‘Efah,3 Epher, Enoch, Avida, and
Elda’ah. All these were descendants of
Qeturah. Abraham willed all that he
owned to Isaac; but to Abraham's sons by
concubines Abraham gave gifts while he
was still living, and he sent them away
from his son Isaac eastward, to the land of
the East....

12. This is the line of Ishmael, Abraham's
son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's
slave, bore to Abraham. These are the
names of the sons of Ishmael, by their
names, in the order of their birth: Nevayot,
the first-born of Ishmael, Qedar, Adbe'el,
Mivsam, Mishma, Dumah,4 Massa,
Hadad, Tema, Yetur,’ Naphish,6 and
Qedmah. These are the sons of Ishmael
and these are their names by their villages
and by their encampments: twelve
chieftains of as many tribes. -- These were
the years of the life of Ishmael: one
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" Isma'il Ibn Kathir, Ta'rikh 220f has the following prophecy given to Hagar: "An angel said to her, 'Do not
fear for God will do good for this boy that you are carrying.! He commanded her to return and announced
to her that she would give birth to a body whom she would name Isma'il. He would be a wild man
(wachshu I-nas). His hand would be over everyone, and the hand of everyone would be against him
(yaduhu “ala I-kulli wayadu I-kulli bihi). His brethren would rule over all the lands."

? Dedan al-Ula’. Dedan is mentioned as living “across the sea” in Arabia and who clip their hair short in

Jeremiah 25:20ff.

? Midian and Efah, along with Nevayot in 25:13, are mentioned as traders bringing incense from Sheba in

S. Arabia.
* Dumat al-Jandal, E. of Petra on Caravan route.
3 Known as an oasis in the Nejd.

® Yetur and Nafish are mentioned as Hagarites in 1Chron. 5:19, and some Egyptian texts refer to Arabs
also as Hagor in demotic Egptian (Hoyland, Arabia and the Arabs, 20).




hundred and thirty-seven years; then he
breathed his last and died, and was
gathered to his kin. -- They dwelt from
Havilah, by Shur, which is close to Egypt,
all the way to Asshur; they camped
alongside all their kinsmen.
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PSALM 120: 5-7

In my distress I called to God and He
answered me...

Woe is me, that I live with Meshech, that I
dwell among the clans of Qedar.

Too long have I dwelt with those who hate
peace. [ am all peace; but when I speak,
they are for war.
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ISAIAH 60:6

Dust clouds of camels shall cover you,
dromedaries of Midian and “Efa; they
shall come from Sh'va; They shall bear
gold and incense, and shall herald the
glories of Adonai. All the flocks of Qedar
shall be assembled for you, the rams of
Nevayot shall serve you...
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1CHRON.5:10ff

And in the days of Saul they made war on
the Hagarites,” who fell by their hand; and
they dwelt in their tents throughout all the
region east of Gil ad....The Reubenites,
Gadites, and the half-tribe of Menasseh has
warriors who carried shield and sword,
drew the bow, and were experienced at war
-- 44,760, ready for service. They made
war on the Hagarites -- Yetur, Nafish, and
Nodav. They prevailed against them; the
Hagarites and all who were with them
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7 "Hagarite" later became a Syriac reference to Arabs and later, Muslims: mahgrayé or mhaggraye, as was

the earlier Greek version, Agarenoi.




were delivered into their hands, for they
cried to God in battle and God responded
to their entreaty because they trusted in
Him.
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ISAIAH 13:19

And Babylon, glory of kingdoms, proud
splendor of the Chaldeans, shall become
like Sodom and Gomorrah overturned by
God. Nevermore shall it be settled nor
dwelt in through all the ages. No Arab
shall pitch his tent there, no shepherds
make flocks lie down there. But beasts
shall lie down there, and the houses be
filled with owls...
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JEREMIAH 3:1

If a man divorces his wife, and she leaves
him and marries another man, can he ever
go back to her? Would not such a land be
defiled? Now you have whored with many
lovers: can you return to Me? says the
Lord. Look up to the bare heights and see:
Where have they not lain with you? You
waited for them on the roadside Like an
Arab in the wilderness. And you defiled
the land with your whoring and your
debauchery.
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JEREMIAH 25:15

For thus said the Lord, the God of Israel, to
me: "Take from My hand this wine cup of
wrath and make all the nations to whom I
send you drink of it. Let them drink and
retch and go wild because of the sword that
I am sending among them." So I took the
cup from the hand of the Lord and gave
drink to all the nations to whom the Lord
had sent me: Jerusalem and the towns of
Judah, and its kings and officials, to make
them a desolate ruin, an object of hissing
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and a curse -- as is now the case; Pharaoh
king of Egypt, his courtiers, his officials,
and all his people; all the mixed peoples;
all the kings of the land of Utz; all the
kings of the land of the Philistines --
Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and what is left of
Ashdod; Edom, Moab and Ammon; all the
kings of Tyre and all the kings of Sidon,
and all the kings of the coastland across
the sea; Dedan, Tema, and Buz, and all
those who have their pe'ah clipped; all
the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of
the mixed peoples who live in the desert;
all the kings of Zimri and all the kings of
Elam and all the kings of media; all the
kings of the north, whether far from or
close to each other -- al the royal lands
which are on the earth. And last of all, the
king of Sheshach [i.e. Babylon] shall drink.
Say to them: "Thus said the Lord of Hosts,
the God of Israel: Drink and get drunk and
vomit; fall and never rise again, because of
the sword that I send among you."
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JEREMIAH 49:7

Concerning Edom. Thus said the Lord of
Hosts: Is there no more wisdom in Teman?
Has counsel vanished from the prudent?
Has their wisdom gone stale? Flee, turn
away, sit down low, O inhabitants of
Dedan, For [ am bringing Esau's doom
upon him, The time when I deal with him.
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NEHEMIA 6:1
When word reached Sanballat, Tobiah,
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Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our
enemies that [ had rebuilt the wall and not a
breach remained in it... Sanballat sent me
the same message a fifth time by his
servant, who had an open letter with him.
Its text was: "Word has reached the
nations, and Gashmu too says that you and
the Jews are planning to rebel -- for which
reason you are building this wall -- and that
you are to be their king.
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BABA METZI' A 86b
(Gen.18:3):[Abraham] said: My sirs, if it
please you, do not go on past your servant.
Let a little water be brought; bathe your
feet and recline under the tree. Rabbi
Yannai son of R. Yishmael said: They [the
visitors] protested to him [Abraham]: "Do
you suspect us of being Arabs who worship
the dust on their feet?
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SUKKAH 52b

Rav Huna bar Aha said, the school of Rav
says that the Holy One Blessed be He
regretted the creation of four things, and
they are these: Exile, the Chaldeans,
Ishmaelites, and the Evil
Inclination...Ishmaelites, as it is written
(Job 12:6): Robbers living in tents prosper,
and they who provoke God are secure; they
who bring their god in their hands...
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KETUBOT 36b

As for Rabbi Dosa, it was taught: A female
captive [who is a daughter or wife of a
kohen] may eat terumah; these are the
words of R. Dosa. Rabbi Dosa meant:
After all, what has that Arab done to her?
Just because he squeezed her between her
breasts [but has not forced her to have
intercourse], has he rendered her unfit for
[belonging to] the priesthood?
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Yerushalmi Berakhot 2:4

Rabbi Yudan the son of Rabbi Aybo: Once
a Jew was plowing and his ox snorted once
before him. An Arab who was passing and
heard the sound said to him, ‘Jew, loosen
your ox and loosen the plow and stop
plowing. For today your Temple was
destroyed.” The ox snorted again He [the
Arab] said to him, ‘Jew, bind your ox and
bind your plow, for today the Messiah-
King was born.” He said to him, “What is
his name?’ ‘Menahem.’ He said to him,
‘And what is his father’s name?’ The Arab
said to him, ‘Hezekiah.” He said to him,
‘Where is he from?’ He said to him, ‘From
the royal capital of Bethlehem in
Judea.’...Said R. Bun, ‘Why do we learn
this from an Arab? Do we not have explicit
scriptural evidence for it? (cites Isa.10:34
and Isa.11:1).

.7,2 01072 ,°5%W TIhn

717 RT72W 128 2277 7002 37
NY3 77 ORP M7 ORTIT T2
YWY 27V 77 02V MR 5NN
MW ORTY N2 ORTY N2 PR AR
N°2 2991 X7 JIPIP WY 7N

N2 PR .MIvIn T na 'wTn
X7 23212 WPY TN WP ORTY
770w 7 DR LRIWH RO 709
DR P1aRT 7AW a1 PR .ann

1 O"R 7RI TN 0 MR P
q"R ... 3T QA9 N°27 Xo%n N2
X1 27757 529957 72 702 19 a0 P2
,2197 7R3 1912977 7RI KO M0
SWY VI I RYN 27°0n2 o an

KIDDUSHIN 49b

Ten kabs of wisdom descended to the
world: nine were taken by Palestine and
one by the rest of the world. Ten kabs of
beauty descended to the world: nine were
taken by Jerusalem and one by the rest of
the world. Ten kabs of wealth...nine were
taken by the early Romans.... Ten kabs of
strength...nine were taken by the
Persians.... Ten kabs of vermin...nine were
taken by Media...Ten kabs of
witchcraft...nine taken by Egypt.... Ten
kabs of whoredom (but also
idolatry)...nine were taken by Arabia.
Ten kabs of impudence: nine were taken by
Meyshan [an island in
Tigris/Euphrates]...Ten kabs of gossip [or
just chatter]: nine were taken by
women...Ten kabs of drunkenness: nine
were taken by the Ethiopians [Kushim]...ten
kabs of sleep: nine were taken by slaves
and one by the rest of the world.
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Ruth Rabbah 4:1 (Cf BT Yeb. 77a)

One verse says (2Sam 17:26) Amasa was
the son of a man names Yitra the Israelite
who had taken [as a wife] Avigayil
daughter of Nachash, the sister of
Tzeruriya, the mother of Yoav, and another
verse says (1 Chron. 2:17) Avigayil bore
Amasa, and the father of Amasa was Yeter
the Ishmaelite. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi
said: Yitra the Israelite is [the same person
as] Yitra the Ishmaelite. Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nachman and the Rabbis [differ]. R.
Shmuel said that he was an Ishmaelite but
you call him an Israelite? He was an
Ishmaelite but he came into the Beit
Midrash [one day] and found Yishai sitting
and expounding (Isaiah 45:25) Look to me
and be saved, all the ends of the earth! He
converted and [Yishai] gave him his
daughter. The rabbis say he was an
Israelite, and you say he is a Yishmaelite?
Rather, he was an Israelite, but he girded
his sword like a Yishmaelite and stuck the
sword in the middle of the Meit Midrash
and said: ‘Either I will kill or be killed until
I establish this halakhah publicly, and
whoever annuls it I will behead with this
sword!
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Jellinek: Beit HaMidrash 3:78

When he saw the kingdom of Ishmael that
was coming, he began to say: 'Was it not
enough, what the wicked kingdom of Edom
did to us, but we must have the kingdom of
Ishmael too?' At once, Metatron the prince
of the [divine] countenance answered and
said, Do not fear, son of man, for the Holy
One only brings the kingdom of Ishmael in
order to save you from this wickedness.

He raises up over them a Prophet according
to his will and will conquer the land for
them and they will come and restore it in
greatness, and there will be great terror
between them and the sons of
Esau.'....when he, the rider on the camel,
goes forth the kingdom will arise through
the rider on an ass..."
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On that day will come the messiah son of
David to a downtrodden people.

These signs will appear, they will be
brought forth: Earth and heaven will wither
and sun and moon will be blemished, [the
sun] and the inhabitants of the land will be
silent,

and the king of the West and the king of
the East will grind against one another, the
king of the West, his soldiers will prevail
over the land.

But from the Land of Yoqtan will come a
king, and his hosts will sieze the land,

and the world's inhabitants will all be
pulverized,

and the heavens will rain down dust on the
earth,

and the winds of earth will be spread,

and Gog and Magog will butt against one
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? See also Jellinek, 7711 7', 119-120.
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another,

and terror will be ignited in the hearts of
the nations,

and Israel will be cleansed of all her
transgressions.

and will no longer be kept far from the
house of prayer.

Blessings and prayers will showered on
them,

and they will be engraved in the book of
life,

and kings of the Land of Edom will cease,
and the inhabitants of Antioch will rebel
but will surrender, and Tiberius and
Samaria will be comforted, and Acco and
the Galilee will be shown mercy, and
Edomites and Ishmaelites will make war in
the valley of Acco, until the horses sink in
blood and are dismayed,

and Gaza and her daughters will be stoned,
and Ashkelon and Ashdod will be terror
stricken.

And Israel from its city will go forth,
going eastward for 45 days without tasting
bread,

and their messiah will be revealed and they
will be comforted, and the secrets of their
king will be pleasant, and praise for their
king will be raised up,

and all the wicked will no longer rise up in
judgment.

AP R? 7 39507 N°an

99021 3P 0Py MR NIDT2
TIRD 03973 3PN 2N

179727 PIPVIR PAWN AN DI
1M PRI (7°720) 3TV Y
DOMITRY NI D9 10V
DOHRYNIW

0°01077 WP TV 1D’ 19V NYPaa
3T PN TTVY AT 20T
DRAWY MR NTWRI NIPWR)
Aw[n]m DOWAIR MITP IR 7PN
algali7zaly rbRhIRTabioh L ol akiak
MY 007RY 17 7107 MM

UYWAY DY 1M1’ DOYRY Ny
AP0 XD owna

Pirkey deRabbi Eliezer 39b (9th cent.?).
It asks why Ishmael was given his name.
The answer: "Because in the future the
Holy One, blessed be He, will HEAR the
cry of the people arising from [the
oppression] which the children of Ishmael
will bring about in the land in the last
[days]; therefore was his name called
Ishmael"

0% TYOOR 0277 9pD
(X2 ,00 NPWRI2) "W 27020 DRYAY?

21 ORYYS AW NRIPY 12 P72
YWY TRYY 29RYHY 1AW RIPI
“12 PNV R OV NPIRA 1P
.0°7%7 NONRA PR MWYH HRYAYS
ORYAYS 1AW RIPI 72099




11

Pirkey deRabbi Eliezer 40

[Before giving the Torah to Israel, God
tried to give it to all the nations of the
world]. From there God came and revealed
Himself to the Yishmaelites, as it is written
(Deut.33:2): Adonai...appeared from Mt.
Paran. Paran is a direct reference to the
Ishmaelites, as it is written (Gen.21:21):
[And Ishmael] dwelt in the wilderness of
Paran. God said to them: Will you accept
the Torah? They asked him: What is
written in it? God answered them
(Ex.20:13): "Do not steal." They said to
God: We cannot leave off from this thing
which our ancestors have [always] done, in
that they stole Joseph and brought him
down to Egypt, as it is written (Gen.40:16):
...for I have been stolen away from the land
of the Hebrews...
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Zohar Shemot, va’era 32a."

[After mourning the fact that Ishmael was
born and circumcised, etc.] “For four
hundred years the supramundane
representative of Ishmael stood before the
Holy One and pleaded thus with him...Said
he: ‘Yet, as Ishmael has been circumcised,
he ought to have a reward!” Woe, woe, that
Ishmael was born into the world and was
circumcised! What did the Holy One do?
He banished the children of Ishmael from
the heavenly communion and gave them
instead a portion here below in the Holy
Land, because of their circumcision. And
they are destined to rule over the land a
long time, so long as it is empty, just as
their form of circumecision is empty and
imperfect; and they will prevent Israel from
returning to the land until the merit of the
children of Ishmael will have become
exhausted. And the sons of Ishmael will
fight mighty battles in the world, and the
sons of Edom will gather against them, and
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19 Soncino translation, not mine, and it is a translation from a different edition of the Zohar than the

Hebrew opposite.
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make war against them, some on land,
others on sea, and some close to Jerusalem,
and one shall prevail over the other, but the
Holy Land will not be delivered to the sons
of Edom. Then a nation from the furthest
ends of the earth will rise against wicked
Rome and fight against her for three
months, and many nations will gather there
and fall into the hands of that people, until
all the sons of Edom will congregate
against her from all the ends of the earth.
Then the Holy One will rise against them,
as it says (Isaiah 34;6): ‘A slaughter of the
Lord in Bazrah and a great slaughter in the
land of Edom. He will (Job 38:13) ‘take
hold of the ends of the earth that the
wicked might be shaken out of it.” He will
wipe oout the children of Ishmael from the
Holy Land, and crush all the powers and
principalities of the nations in the
supramundane world, and only one power
will remain above to rule over the nations
of the world, namely the power
representing Israel, as it is written
(Ps.121:5): ‘The Lord is thy shadow at they
right hand.” For the Holy Name is at the
Right and the Torah is at the Right, and
therefore all depends on the Right, and
likewise the future salvation is at the Right,
as it says (Ps.60:7): ‘Save with they right
hand...and on that day (Zech 14:9) ‘the
Lord will be one and His name one.’
Blessed be the Lord for ever and ever.
Amen and amen.’
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| PT Ta'nit 3:4 (15a) (Bakhos 141)

PT Ta'anit 4:5 (4:69b) (Bakhos 171)
The land of the Ishmaelites is called
Arabia.!!

"' Sozomenus, HE VI, 38 (Trans. C.D. Hartranft in Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, reprint 1976, 375a)

Identifies Ishmael as the ancestor of the Saracens.
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| Mekhilta Beshalah 5 (Bakhos 141) |

Tosefta Berakhot 4:16 & Gen. Rabbah
84:17 (Bakhos 171 n.54)

Mo ed Qatan 24a (suggests veiling before
Islam (Bakhos 145)

| Jubilees (Charlesworth p.94) (Bakhos 147) |

Josephus Antiq.1:12:2 (214) and 2:3:3 (32)
on pre-Islamic Arab circumcision at 13
(Bakhos 147)




