New Class in Spring 2007

EALC 355
Modern Chinese Thought and Culture
This course introduces students to a range of key writings and issues in modern Chinese thought and culture during the period from roughly 1915 to the present. Students will study modern Chinese intellectual history, politics, literature, the arts, and popular culture through an interdisciplinary approach. Dually structured, this course will first look at the intellectual foundations of China, namely, the “three teachings” of ancient China: Confucianism, Daoism, and Buddhism, for the purpose of a more contextualized examination of modern Chinese thought and culture. Then, it will shift to the modern part, which starts with a chronological overview of modern Chinese history, primarily through viewings of videos, and ends with a look at different directions of thought and culture in contemporary China. It is hoped that this dual structure will reveal that within the complex process of historical development of modern China emerge certain key tensions between tradition and modernity, native and foreign, nationalism and cosmopolitanism, conservatism and liberalism, elitism and populism which are central to the formation of modern Chinese thought and culture. 
No prior knowledge of Chinese philosophy, history, and culture is required. All primary sources are the original versions as translated into English. Students in EALC, East Asian Studies, Political Science, International Relations, History, and other disciplines are welcome.

Instructor: Dr. Shao-yi Sun

Time: Mondays & Wednesdays, 12:00-1:50pm
