New Class in Spring 2007

EALC 452

Narrating the City:
Literary and Visual Representations of Shanghai
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The objective of this course is to investigate a variety of modern and contemporary “Shanghai narratives,” particularly that of fiction, film, advertising, cartoons, and computer-based new media products, that have contributed to our understanding of one of the most remarkable cities in East Asia. We will examine how the city of Shanghai is “narrated” in both literary and visual forms and what role narrative plays in knowledge production, in this case the production of our knowledge and experience of Shanghai in particular and modern China in general. The investigation of the competing narratives of the metropolis is more of an attempt to explore how the urban landscape of Shanghai was and is being culturally imagined in ideological, national, transnational, and gender terms than of an endeavor to piece together the “real” picture of Shanghai.
No prior knowledge of Chinese literature, cinema, and culture is required. All works of fiction are the original versions as translated into English. All films and new media works carry English subtitles. Students in EALC, East Asian Studies, Comparative Literature, Film Studies, Political Science, History, Urban Studies, and other disciplines are welcome.

Instructor: Dr. Shao-yi Sun

Time: Mondays & Wednesdays, 2:00-3:20pm
