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Third month 1* day, ki no to mi.

3" day, hi no to hitsuji. Royal Ceremony of the Light.

5™ day, tsuchi no to tori. Seasonal Sutra Reading began."’

8™ day, mizu no e ne. The aforementioned ritual was concluded.
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1> The ki no midokyé Z=llFE#%, “Seasonal Sutra Reading,” was a ceremony for the
protection of the realm dating from the Heian Period. Lasting four days, it was held
biannually in the second and eight months. [...] (Kojien) The text refers to the vernal
reading here.
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11™ day, ki no to u. The royal messenger'® who was to meet and escort the Ise Priestess
[on her return to the capital] was Middle Controller of the Right Kan Shicht (Sugawara
no Shigetada).
18™ day, mizu no to inu. Junior counselors and Council secretaries all assembled at
Rokuharamitsuji (Rokuharamitsu Temple-Monastery),'” where they practiced “the root of
karma” by donating one hundred o of rice."®
26" day, ka no e uma. Extraordinary Iwashimizu Festival.'” Middle Captain of the Inner
Palace Guards of the Right Lord Minamoto no Jichli (Tokinaka) was the royal messenger.
27™ day, ka no to hitsuji. The court dispatched the Usa royal messenger, Wake no Chiien
(Nakatd), a courtier without post.*
29™ day, mizu no to tori. The court decided on the yuki and suki provinces for the Great
New Food Festival, as well as other matters.

1% Although the text does not explicitly refer to the emissary as chokushi §f#, “royal
messenger,” because we take the envoy to have been dispatched by the sovereign, we
have understood the tsukai {# in this entry to be synonymous with chokushi and
translated the term accordingly.

7 Rokuharamitsuji 7~ i # % =7, Rokuharamitsu Temple-Monastery is a Shingon temple
in Higashiyama, Kyoto. It is said to have been established by Kiiya in 963. Kokushi
daijiten, vol. 14, p. 810.

'8 “The root of good karma” is a literal translation of zenkon ##R: the officials are
attempting to accumulate future merit through benevolent acts. Although the text is not
explicit on this matter, we presume that the rice was donated to feed monks, beggars, etc.
' The Iwashimizu rinjisai 4175 K BEHFES, Extraordinary Iwashimizu Festival, was held
for the Iwashimizu Hachimangu. It was celebrated yearly in the third month on the Day
of the Horse. It started after the rebellions of Johei and Tengyd. See Heian jidai shiten,
vol. 1, p.193.

*% The messenger was sent as s “§fifif.” See footnote #16.
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