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Nihonkiryaku: First year, fourth month of Kanna.

024th day, tsuchi no e, inu. Special defensive measures in the palace precincts were relaxed.!!
Today, at the hour of the rooster (tori)*? a large crab appeared and scuttled around the Jokyoden'®
foundation. It was inauspicious.

027th day, ka no to, ushi. The third year of Eikan was renamed the first year of Kanna.  Senior
Counselor Shigenobu'! took charge of this. This was [because of] the change in rulers.'

028th day, mizu no e, tora. Minister of the Left, Lord Minamoto, had a temple'® built to the west
of Ninnaji. Senior Prelate Kancho!'” and he are brothers and they also have a master—patron bond.
Their spirit and strength joined, they had it built. Today, a Great Buddhist Assembly was held.

The senior nobles and lesser officials assembled there. A royal messenger brought the

11 Three days prior to this, on the 21st, security had been tightened in preparation for
the Kamo Festival. The standard definition for the term gejinis: The release, when
not needed, of various units of the guards posted during royal ceremonies, accession
ceremonies, royal progresses, or when there is thunder or other unusual happenings
(Kokushi daijiten, vol. 5, p. 94).

12 Between 5am and 7am.

13 A building of the Inner Heian Palace..., butts up against the northern eaves of the
Jijiden... Used as a residence by the tenné and junior consorts...(Heian jidaishi jiten,
vol.1, p. 1208).

14 Minamoto no Shigenobu (922-995), fifth son of retired official from the Ministry of
Personnel, Royal Prince Tonjitsu. From the Uda Genji family line. His mother was the
daughter of Minister of the Left Fujiwara no Tokihira. He became Senior Counselor in
the third year of Jogen (978) (Heian jidaishi jiten, vol.2 , p. 2416).

15 Tenso meaning the Royal Throne (Nihon kokugo daijiten, vol. 9, p. 815).

16 (Sanskrit — vihara —meaning the dwelling of one who diligently pursues wisdom and
virtue), the place where groups of monks practice Buddhism. Vihara=a temple (Nihon
kokugo daijiten, vol. 7, p. 136).

17 The top rank in the Prelates Office, he resided at Ninnaji. The Dharma tradition (of
Ninnaji) was passed from priestly retired Uda Tenno to Kanki to Kancho and Saishin
(Kokushi daijiten, vol. 11, pg. 288).



provisions.'® There was court music and dance.

18 Can also be read fuju. To read sutras and geshu* out loud —and the donations to
support the event (Ibid., vol. 11, pg. 846). *Geshu—readings, written in poetry, found
in the corpus of sutras. They thank, praise, and extol the virtues of Buddhism (Ibid., vol.

4, p. 1199).



