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Nihonkiryaku: First year, eighth month, twenty-seventh day of Kanwa.

27th day, tsuchi-no-to, i. At the Kenrei Gate?, envoys bearing prayer offerings 10
for Ise and other shrines were sent off. Each of the royal advisors, citing
hindrances!!, did not attend. Those of fourth rank!? were sent to Kamo, Matsuo,
and Hirano shrines as messengers. Due to a third-degree defilement!3, the tenno did

not leave the residential palace precincts.

29th day, ka-no-to, ushi. Due to illness, the Latter Senior Retired Tenno!'4 (Enyii)

took the tonsure!®. His dharma name!® was Kongohol7.

9 It was the central gate of the outer wall of the Heian palace precincts (Kokushi
daijiten, vol.5, p. 239).

10 Tn order to give offerings, messengers were sent to pray at temples and shrines.
They were called heihakushi, hokenshi, heihakukyoshinshi, or kenpeishi; see
(Kokushi daijiten, vol. 12, p. 472).

11 Hindrances here could be anything from illness, to a prior engagement, to a
defilement stemming from one of “the three hinderances.” 1) hi-bonnésho, “skin”
evil passions, i.e. evil passions arising from contact with external objects; 2)
niku-bonnésho, “flesh” evil passions, i.e. wrong views; 3) shin-bonnésho, “mind” evil
passions, i.e. basic ignorance (Inagaki, Hisao: A Dictionary of Japanese Buddhist
Terms, Berkeley, Stone Bridge Press, 2007. p. 274).

12 These are fourth rankers who were not members of the Council of State.

13 “According to the Buraku mondai dictionary, “(...) the most feared is the shie or
“death defilement”. Since the Heian-period Engi shiki, there were four degrees
attributed to “death defilement”, ko, otsu, hei, and tei. Koe was the place where
the death defilement occurred. If one entered and sat down, then he and his family
became otsue. If one entered an otsue area and sat, then he was stained by the
heie; and if he then exited and sat with a family, then they were all heie.” See
www2.hongwanji.or.jp/kikan/topic/t061110.html.

4 Enyu was the “latter” senior tenno because Reizei Tenno was already a senior
tenno.

5 Rakuhatsuis similar to shukke.

16 This is the name that one is given, in place of his one’s secular name, when
“taking the tonsure” (shukke) or “accepting the precepts” (juka)(Nihon kokugo
daijiten, vol. 12. p. 4).

17 Meaning Vajra Dharma. Vajracan be translated in three ways: 1) A very hard
material, ...; often used as an analogy for something hard and indestructible. 2)

An abbreviation for kongosho: “A diamond pounder,” a ritual object in esoteric



Buddhism, made mainly from iron and copper. 3) “Diamond hand™ a type of
divinity who protects Buddhism, he holds a hammer with which to crush his
enemies. Dharma is the Buddhist law. (Inagaki, Hisao: A Dictionary of Japanese
Buddhist Terms, Berkeley, Stone Bridge Press, 2007, pp. 185-187, 100).



