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8th month (intercalary), 1st day, mizu no e, tora.
2nd day, mizu no to, u. Senior Counselor Lord Tamemitsu had Buddhist memorial services

performed at Hosshoji for the deceased consort [Shishi]. Lesser Captain of the Right Inner
Palace Guards Fujiwara no Iken was sent to proffer the royal provisions for the service.
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20th day, ka no to, tori. Seasonal Sutra Reading began.

23rd day, ki no e, ne. The aforementioned ritual ended. Today, there was the Ministry of
Personnel exam. Its topic was "bright blossoms and jewels” <from which the rhyme was
chosen>".  Senior second-rank manager Seikd announced that according to a royal directive,
three students of the university and one person nominated by the head of the Ministry of
Personnel would take the exam.

26th day, hi no to, u. The site for the Palace in the Fields for the Ise Priestess-princess was
selected by divination.

30th day, ka no to, hitsuji. A Great Purification was performed at Suzaku Gate due to the
forthcoming Great New Food Festival.

Notes

' 1E1ETFE was built by Fujiwara no Tadahira ST (880-949) in 925.  His grandson Kaneie and
great grandson Michinaga both continued to commission numerous buildings on the premises such that at
one point it extended to where Tofukuji temple H#%=F stands today. But it began to be neglected by a
later descendant, Fujiwara no Michiie FEJFIEZE (1191-1252), who built the nearby Tofukuji temple B
f&=F in 1236. The Hosshoji perimeter began to be reduced at that point. Today, it functions as a
nunnery.

* Y55 refers to a Buddhist memorial service (8 Et# 72 £) held for the deceased. It was
customarily held on the 49th day after the death, and annually on the death date.

* BRGH. Refers to #aKISiH (52 \WdHA L) . #lik refers to reciting Chinese and Japanese
poems (k) aloud. MERf refers to reciting memorized passages, as well as to chanting sutras #¢41 and
buddhist songs B4H (1F U ) with rhythmn. [F7Z2EE 5 EE

* 447X, In China during the Tang (618-c.907) and Song (960-1279) periods, those who passed regional
exams were assembed at the % E4 to take the council exam for promotion (‘B iV V& FHFER). [ K
FofEs]l  During the Heian Period in Japan, a group of those attending university were selected to take
the exams for promotion. Those exams given by the ritsuryé Ministry of Personnel were referred to as
B, [F2RALEE ]

° Kijik. Semi-annual rites of expiation and purification to atone for offenses against the gods. These
were events customarily held on the last day of the 6th and 12th months whereby officers of all the

ministries who were present in the capital assembled in the open space in front of Suzaku Gate to atone
for their offenses, and to be purified.

® Same as KELS.  [EEKF]

" A tentative translation. The verb suggests selection or extraction, but it seems that at least in Tang
poetry, rhymes were "set."



