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The Council of State directs the various provincial governors along the San’in Road
[concerning]

12 items [on] various matters
(Omitted)
Item: Regarding the prohibition against extravagantly decorated®” comb boxes™ in gold
and silver for the gosechi dancers,”* as well as the extravagant offerings of food for the

Takiguchi Royal Bodyguards.”

As above, [the minister of the left] ?® has received the fennd’s command and [now]

22 B\ (furyii): Extravagant ornamentation. Ostentatious.

2 Wi (kushidana) (=¥%S7 kushige): A container used to hold hair accessories, including decorative combs,
(kushi). In the Heian Period, this type of container could also decorate the top of a two-tier cabinet that
could often be found in the central room of the main hall in a Heian courtier’s home. (Kokushi daijiten).
See Image 1.

* Ji i (gosechi): Refers to the long sleeves of the dancer’s robes that were waved five times as part of the
dance. The gosechi-mai was one event during the Enthronement Festival (Daijosai) in the year of a new
tenno’s accession, or during the First Fruits Festival (Niinamesai) in other years. It took place on the middle
days of the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, and Dragon in the eleventh month. In the former case there were five dancers
and in the latter four; of these, in a Niinamesai year, two came from senior nobles and two (three in a
Daijosai year) came from the privy gentlemen or provincial governors. On the day of the Ox, the dancers
and their escort of gentlewomen entered the Gosechi chamber in the Joneiden. On the last day (that of the
Dragon), there was the great court banquet known as Warmth of Wine (7oyo no Akari). On this occasion the
Gosechi dancers danced the dance of the heavenly maidens. On the day of the Rabbit, page girls (warawa)
were viewed by the tenno (dojo goran no gi). (Tyler, Tale of Genji, as per the Shiryd Hensanjo Database)

2 %E 1 (takiguchi): Established in 890 by Uda Tennd to protect himself from the deposed and dangerously
hostile Yozei Tennd. Its members were non-nobles of the sixth-rank attached to the Royal Secretariat
(kurddodokoro). In the late Heian Period the appointments became hereditary in warrior lines of the Taira
and Minamoto clans (The Cambridge History of Japan, Volume 2: Heian Japan. pp. 680-681). The
guardpost where they were stationed was northeast of the Seiryoden.

%% In the omitted section, the source of the order is given as the minister of the left. At this time, the minister
of the left is Fujiwara no Tsunemoto (1119-1189), the 4™ son of Fujiwara no Tsunezane. He reached the



. Cqqe 2 ) . ..
transmits it. It says: “Forbidding excess®’ and economizing™ are the virtuous policies of

the wise king. The above mentioned extravagances should be stopped.”
Item: Regarding the prohibition against taking of life on the six precept-observing days.”

Also, [the minister of the left] has received the tenno’s command and [now] transmits it.
It says: “Strict prohibitions forbidding the taking of life have been sent out repeatedly.
The punishments for these crimes have already been made clear in the supplementary
laws of the past. However, I hear that wastrels’ often commit such crimes on these
[special] days, violating Buddhist [Mahayana] precepts’' and disregarding royal law.** In
addition [to previous orders], this order is sent out, [to the effect that such actions] are

completely forbidden.”
(Omitted)

Item: Likewise, prohibit the charging of over one hundred percent interest on private

loans.*

As above, [the minister of the left] has received the tenno’s command and [now]

transmits it. It says “There are strict rules regarding private loans. It goes without saying

rank in Eiman 2 (1166). (Heian jidaishi jiten p. 2144)

T B& V) (ogori): To spend excessive amounts of money.

28 &iff (sekken): To limit expenditures and be frugal; a person who is frugal.

¥ K#EH (rokusaijitsu): “The six precept-observing days,” i.e. 8“1, 14”‘, lS‘h, 23rd, 29“1, and 30" of every
month. It is believed that on those days the Four Guardian Kings (Shitennd) examine people’s acts, or that
evil spirits seek opportunities to capture people’s minds. People therefore abstain from breaking the
precepts, including that of not eating after midday (hence, sai ‘abstinence’).” (Inagaki, Hisao. A Dictionary
of Japanese Buddhist Terms. Berkeley: Stone Bridge Press, p. 250)

3% This refers to a combination of the two terms 1% 5= (vizshu): To live an idle life of leisure without working.
Or a person who lives that way; and & (fushoku): to wander throughout the land while just barely making
a living. In this case, it likely refers also to the transient workers (fishermen, other peasants) that the court
would have regarded as undesirables.

UL (bukkai) : Refers to the Mahayana Buddhist precepts as explained in the Brahma net sutra. See
translation by J.J.M. DeGroot, Le code de Mahayana en chine.

32 12 (koken): The law of the tennd and/or the court.

33 FLH% (shisuiko): During the Nara and Heian periods, to lend privately held funds or goods to someone
to increase one’s revenue. Cash loans were payable at a rate of 12.5% every two months. Interest on
loaned goods varied but a rate of 50% seems to have been the most common.



that collecting interest is illegal. However, the poor people cannot bear their poverty, and
secretly borrow funds. As for repayment,* it is reported that all forms of their assets are
depleted. In such cases, even if a contract’® was made and many years have passed,
interest exceeding one hundred percent [of the original loan] is illegal and shall be

forbidden.”

(Omitted)

Let the various provinces know and carry them out according the aforementioned

clauses(orders) accordingly. When received, see to it.

Senior Fourth Rank Lower Under Posted®® Left Middle Controller cum Provisional
Governor of Kii Province, Fujiwara <no Shigekata>>" (Seal)

Third Level Manager in charge of Left Defensive Wall Repair38 Senior Fifth Rank Lower
Under Posted Senior Secretary of the Left Controller cum Assistant Governor of Harima

Otsuki [no Takamoto]* Sukune.*® (Seal)

Jishd 2 7™ month 18™ day

Appendix
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3 5% 1& (hensho): To return, repay.

35 Bk (keijo): A document form used to establish an agreement or contractual arrangement between two or
more parties, commonly cosigned by all of them.

3% The character gyo signifies that one’s position is below one’s rank. (Kokugo daijiten)

37 )5 # J7 Fujiwara no Shigekata (Birth/death dates unknown): See Benkan bunin, p. 182, 188.

3 = (EBLE IR (shitri kyiijo no tsukai): A term used from the Heian Period to refer to an auxiliary post
responsible for the construction and repair of the palace defensive walls (Shogakkan).

39/ MR Otsuki no Takamoto (1135-1198): Founder of the Mibu family. (Heian jidaishi jiten 403,
Kanshi bunin 196). For more information on the Mibu family, see footnote #44.

* Sukune is a royally granted title, like ason.



KEUEFF (dajokanpu or daijokanpu): A type of official document used by the Council of

State to transmit orders to the eight ministries or provincial offices. The Council of
State’s official seal is stamped on the document. Originally this was an orthodox
document. However from the Heian Period the number of these documents decreased and

the government generally substituted another type of order called a kansenji.

I » Image 1
i ( TESEREEE] )+ Comb boxes (Kokushi daijiten)

Source
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Jishd 2 (1178) 7™ month 18™ day Directive of the Council of State (copy) (Ancient
Documents from the Mibu Family,™* Collection at the Office of Documents and Graves*’)
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* Previously known as the Otsuki family. From the Heian Period on, this family was known for being
hereditary fourth-level managers of court offices as well as mathematicians. From the early Heian Era, the
family produced many central officials who studied mathematics, and Otsuki family members from Imao
(dates unknown) on were posted as clerks of the Council of State. The great-grandson of Masahira,



Jisho New Royal Laws*®

Tomochika, attained the post of fifth-rank secretary of the controller of the left. After this, the head of the
Otsuki family came to monopolize the post of the fifth-rank clerk and through the Edo Period members of
the family served in the Controller’s Office. From the beginning of the Kamakura Period, the family head
and controller’s office posts struggled for status, and during the Sengoku Era, the Omiya family split off.
The controller’s office branch of the family became known as the Mibu. During the Meiji Period, both
families were titled as barons. (Heian jidaishi jiten) The collection of documents kept and passed down by
the Mibu family is called Mibuke monjo. This document is part of that collection. (Nihonshi bunken kaidai
Jiten)

¥ IR (shoryobu): A division of the Contemporary Imperial Household Agency, (Kunaichd) that
manages books, royal orders, the royal house’s family register, as well as tombs and burial mounds of the
royal family.

¥ 1 (shinsei): Laws made by the decree of a tennd or a retired sovereign that supplimented the ritsuryo
codes. Some of these laws primarily related to moral issues such as banning extravagant clothing, and some
dealt with estates and the like. (Kokushi daijiten). See also Mitobe Masao, Koka shinsei no kenkyir)



