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Ordered by the Office of the Retired Tennd [to] the resident provincial officials®® of Iga

. — 4 e . 41
Province®” and Todaiji* officials.

That, both based on the logic of [previously issued] documents and on the orders* of the
provincial governor, let this [Kuroda Estate] long be the temple’s [Todaiji’s] property;
and as argued by the temple officials* [of Todaiji], that the fields known as shussaku™ in
this [Iga] province, Nabari District, Kuroda Estate, as well as the fields in the same
district known as the shinsh0,45 also be such.

Attached [to this document] is the order*® of the [Iga] provincial governor.

BLEFFE N (zaiché kanjin): From the mid-Heian to the Kamakura period, they were residential provincial
officials who held managerial powers in the provincial offices (kokuga) and followed the orders of the
absentee provincial governor. After the Heian Period, provincial governors were not sent to the
countryside, but rather they stayed in the capital and sent out representatives. The place where these
representatives and the residential provincial officials worked was called the Absentee Office. Many of the
zaicho kanjin were local elites with strong ties to the area they managed. The zaiché kanjin posts tended to
become hereditary and in the Kamakura Period the positions stood in opposition to the gokenin (housemen)
of the bakufu. (Nihon kokushi daijiten) *Jeffrey Mass suggests that most zaicho kanjin were descendents of
courtiers who settled in the provinces and became the “top stratum of a newly armed local elite” and their
descendants. (Yoritomo and the Founding of the First Bakufu, p. 39)

39 {J%4 Iga: The name of a province that occupies the present-day western section of Mie Prefecture. It is
considered part of the Tokai region. Because of its position as the Kinai’s link to the Tokaidd (Eastern Sea
Road), it was considered of great importance.

40 3K S Todaiji: The head temple of the Kegon school. Located in what was once Yamato Province,
currently Nara Park in Nara City, Nara Prefecture. It was founded in Tempy6 17 (745) by Shomu Tenno,
and is known for having the largest Buddha statue in Japan, the Nara Daibutsu.

*Ht 5] (shoshi): Another name for the three deans who administered a monastic community at a temple.
27 H (chasen): A type of premodern official document. The chdsen form of document appeared in the
mid-Heian Period along with the system that allowed for absentee appointments. This system allowed
first- and second-level manager-provincial governors to stay in the capital instead of being forced to travel
to their assigned posts in the countryside. The absentee governors, in order to manage their respective
lands, needed to send documents to the absentee office (rusudokoro) of the provincial office. They did so
in a chosen.

# Je52 (jike): Literally, the corporate temple community, officially represented by its officials, the sanga, or
three deans. (Piggott, Emergence of Japanese Kingship, p. 313)

YHIVE (shussaku or desaku): Farmers who live in a certain shéen that cultivate dry or wet lands of other
shoen or public lands. It also can refer to fields outside the shden boundaries.

* In this case shinshé refers to lands that technically fell outside the eastern boundary of Todaiji’s Kuroda
Estate, the Nabari River. It should be noted that Todaiji was trying to make these fields into new (shin)
shoen-like tax-exempt lands.

% Refers to an order (chasen JT'5) issued on the 20" day, intercalary 12™ month, Shdan 2. (Dainihon
komonjo: Todaiji monjo, Vol. 7 #410 p. 262)



As above, it says in the petition*’ of [Todaiji] temple administrators from this month and

[unspecified]* day:

Respectfully considering these matters, what we call the shussaku of Kuroda
Estate — including rice fields and dry fields — have long been temple property.
Aside from the annual rice taxes® that have been assigned to make up® for
sustenance households, *' all of the yearly tax is paid into provincial
storehouses.’> However, in the term of the sitting provincial governor there is
little in the way of remaining goods [from the annual taxes], and the complaints
from the temple administrators have been incessant, so it has all been exempted™
for the Great Buddha [Todaiji]. Next, as for the newly opened fields called
shinsho, even though they should also be the temple’s property, more and more in
recent™® times there are plots to confiscate™ [these fields], while evil monks of
this temple and the other temple”® alike scheme to steal our holdings.”’
Meanwhile, since the arguments about various matters with the provincial
authorities never cease, based on the logic of [previously issued] documents, it too

should be the temple’s holdings. There has also been a provincial governor’s

4 fER (gejo): A petition or statement sent to a superior.

Documents from the Office of the Retired Tenno often use this format, omitting a specific day. (Endo
Motoo, KW 2008)
YH Y W) (shoté kanmotsu): Used from the middle Heian Period to refer to the various taxes, especially
the rice tax. Under the ritsuryo system, kanmotsu referred to the various types of tribute goods, including
land, labor, and miscellaneous goods. However, from the middle Heian Period on, the terms kanmotsu and
shoto kanmotsu became commonly used. Simultaneous with the establishment of shoto kanmotsu, terms for
other types of taxes such as buyaku (labor for such purposes as land reclamation and irrigation projects,
repair of roads, transportation of tax rice, and military service), rinji zoyaku, (extraordinary services), and
shoto zoji (miscellaneous tax services) came into being. After the Kamakura Period, there are also
instances of kanmotsu referring to the annual taxes on a shoen. (Kokushi daijiten)
gl (benpo or binpo) : Originally, goods collected from sustenance households were fixed, and even
when taxes in rice and manufactured items were exempted, in order to not cause the household owner any
financial loss those taxes were specially compensated for through tax rice stored in provincial granaries.
Furthermore, if tribute goods from sustenance households were below standards, it was necessary to
compensate with other goods. (Abe Takeshi, Nikon shoenshi, p. 83)
SUAENES (mifu): Term of respect denoting sustenance households.
52 [ & (kokko): The treasury of the provincial headquarters.
53 740, (homen): Exemption from taxes on goods and miscellany.
3 5F 3k (kinrai): Recent times.
S UNLN (shuka; also shitko or shuku): To confiscate.
%% Though it is unclear in the original text, “another temple” likely refers to Kofukuji.
T $4E (6rvo): To forcefully usurp (lands, etc.) from another, the act of usurpation.



order issued [to this effect] that. And even though the temple administrators have
a provincial governor’s order to hold®® this land [Kuroda Estate’s shussaku and
shinsho], since in later ages there will almost certainly be doubt’® leading to
incursions,® in order to stop forever®' future depredations, let there be an order by
the retired tenno’s office to the effect that these are temple holdings, just as in the
provincial governor’s order.

From olden times®* this temple has used these resources® [in Iga] to repair
the temple and spread the law.** If this temple property is stolen, it will result in
the complete downfall of this temple. What we humbly plead for is a judgment®
from the Office [of the Retired Tenno]. Both deferring to the rationale of
documents and provincial governor’s order, let the shussaku and shinsho be
exempted from all royally ordered levies and provincially ordered levies® - let
this temple holding be tax-exempt.®” When we receive the order from the offices
of the retired tenna, all will then look up to the impartial® royal beneficence, and
all will pray for your Majesty’s [Go-Shirakawa’s] long reign.*’

Therefore [we the members of the Office of the Retired 7Tenno], based upon the rationale
of [previously issued] documents and on the order of the provincial governor, order that
the shussaku and shinsho in this [Iga] province, Nabari District, Kuroda Estate, forever
shall be the lands of this temple. Commanded as stated above. Let the resident provincial
officials and officials of this temple know this and carry it out. Let there be no breach. So
ordered.

Shaan 4, 12" Month, 13" Day

85N (ryochi) - To claim and manage a land.

%%k (gitai): Fear and doubt.

80248 (ror0): To violate sovereign rights, lose freedoms.

S11t14% ( kogo): Hereafter, from now on.

82411 (6ko): Long ago.

S (yodo): Necessary monies, resources. Although the original text uses the term yodo, it is not limited
only to money but also includes other resources from the land.

Y8l (kobo): Spread the dharma.

SFF#EL (chosai): A decision handed down by the Office of the Retired Tennd.

SS[E1% (kokuyaku): Refers to the miscellaneous services the provincial governors imposed on the land.
ST (fuyu): Exempt from taxes.

SSMEAR (muhen): Unbending, always stalwart. Here, refers to the impartial will of the tennd.

%952 (hoso): The Son of Heaven.



Director [of the Office of the Retired Tennd] cum Provisional Senior Counselor and
Second-level Manager of the Queen-Consort’s Household Lord Fujiwara <no Takasue>""
<seal>

[Other signatories omitted]

Third-level Manager-equivalent [of the Office of the Retired Tennd] and Junior
Controller cum 1* Lieutenant of the Right Gate Guards Lord Taira <Chikamune>""
<seal>

Fifth-rank Fourth-level Manager-equivalent’” [of the Office of the Retired Tennd] Lord

Nakahara <seal>

70 5 [ 7% Fujiwara no Takasue (1126-?): At this time, Takasue held the senior second rank and the post
of provisional grand counselor. (Kugyo bunin p. 499)

"' SE#1 52 Taira no Chikamune (1143-?): At this time he held the rank of senior fifth rank lower. (Kugyo
bunin Vol. 1 p. 502, Kebiishi bunin p. 191)

72 In referring to staff of an elite household, the “dai” character (%) can be used to indicate managerial
positions equivalent to those in a government office. (Endd Motoo, KW 2008)



