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2087 (sokan): Originally used in the Nara period to refer to a military position with power over the
provinces of the Kinai, it is best known as the Heike government appointment created in Yowa 1 (1181).
The appointee was given martial power to pursue and punish rebel armies. This position was given to Taira
no Munemori for the five Kinai provinces as well as Omi, Iga, Ise and Tamba. He was given command of
all local bushi. (Heian jidaishi jiten)
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1 month, 16" day:

At the hour of the monkey,” Lesser Controller of the Left Yukitaka®® came and said:
“The fierce warriors of various provinces all have treasonous thoughts. As far as this is
concerned, [our] bushi’’ should be assigned to the five provinces of the Kinai*® as well as
the provinces of Omi, Iga, Ise and Tanba. The retired tenno [Takakura]®’ has commanded
this due to the [actions of] thugs in far-off provinces. However, we should not appoint a

martial governor in every province; but in all of these aforementioned provinces,

EMULBNDN, EHREMEXTL, BELZK L, HAK_FELH Z—-RITIDEREZIE
COLTDEROENILFNFIZERIT bz,

?33:00 — 5:00 pm.

20 )51 T Fujiwara no Yukitaka (1129—1187): At this time his rank was senior fifth rank lower. In
Eiman 2 (1166) he was removed from the post of junior controller of the left, senior fourth rank lower, but
on the 17" day 10™ month of Jisho 3 (1180), he was reinstated for the first time in fourteen years and
appointed as royal secretary the following day. In the Heike monogatari, there is a scene in which the
demoted Yukitaka suddenly receives a summons from Taira no Kiyomori and is allowed to again be
appointed to office. Furthermore, he is pleasantly surprised by being presented a certificate of authorization
allowing him to manage a shoen. (Heian jidaishi jiten) In this scene, Yukitaka is visiting Fujiwara no
Kanezane as a messenger from Retired Tennd Go-Shirakawa.

"' We chose to leave the term bushi (i, 1) as a transliteration of the Japanese word rather than translating it
as “samurai,” which is a slightly anachronous term, or as just plain “warriors.” The original term better
reflects the special nature of the troops being discussed, who in this case were actually officially sanctioned
warriors. The term bushi then stands more clearly in opposition to the “fierce warriors” (yiishi - 5 1) of
the previous sentence. We also changed the translation of yiishi (which would normally be something
closer to “brave warriors”) in order to convey the negative nuance suggested by their “treasonous
thoughts.”

28 Yamato, Yamashiro, Kawachi, Settsu, Izumi.

% %A K B Takakura Tenno (1161 — 1181): The seventh son of Go-Shirakawa Tennd, born of
Kenshunmon-in (Taira no Shigeko), he reigned from 1168 — 1180, taking the throne at age eight. He had
strong ties with the Taira family, and was caught between his father-in-law Taira no Kiyomori’s
demonstrations of power and his father’s system of governance by the retired tenno (insei). When Go-
Shirakawa’s insei was halted, it fell to Takakura to manage the affairs of state, but he stated that he wanted
the regent to oversee the land. Five months later, he passed away at age 21 on the 14™ day, 1** month of
Jisho 5. (Heian jidaishi jiten).



overseers need to be placed. Since this is unprecedented, when I consulted with
Morohisa,™ senior secretary of the Council of State,”' his opinion was as follows. <It was
brought to me [by Yukitaka] in a letter>.*> We must weigh the pros and cons of this issue
and report to the Tenno.”

I replied, “I cannot go against® the will** of the late retired tennd [Takakura].* I
can not even discuss the pros and cons of such matters. Let it be quickly carried out
according to the advice of the senior secretary of the Council of State.” I said I was sick
and did not meet him>® [Yukitaka], and I passed my thoughts on via [another] person. The
advice®’ of the secretary says, “In the age of Shomu Tennd, martial overseers’ were
appointed to each of the seven circuits. <Each road had either one or two appointees>.”
[So] the secretary of the Council of State suggests that we follow this precedent. These

days, I have no influence. [Still] we must consider this and do something, but without any

unprpecedented acts. [For example,] in Chinzai, just as the head” [of the Dazaifu]*°

39 fh J5L AT ¥ Nakahara no Morohisa (1131-1197): Late Heian Period expert in the way of the classics. He
was the grandson of the Senior Secretary of the Council of State cum Classics Professor Morotoo, and son
of Moromoto, who held the same title. He was a graduate student (as per Borgen) in the classics, a minor
functionary of the University, and a member of the retired fennd's Documents Bureau (Fumidono).
Eventually he became a junior secretary of the Council of State, and later a senior secretary of the Council
of State. (Heian jidaishi jiten) At this time, he held senior fifth rank lower. (Geki bunin p. 146)

31 R 44 i (daigeki): Senior secretary of the Council of State. In addition to their official duties they
mastered the Confucian classics. Because the post was given to skilled literati, starting in the middle of the
Heian Period the position frequently went to the Nakahara and Kiyohara families, because they specialized
in the study of the classics. (Heian jidaishi jiten), From the mid-Heian Period on, the function of the geki
included various records and document-related functions including finding and reporting on precedents,
compiling reports, and managing the appointment ceremonies. (Geki bunin, p. 402)

32 The explanation Kanezane offers here is an abbreviated version of the letter brought by Yukitaka, which
was itself from Morihisa, the senior secretary of the Council of State.

3 % (igi): To differ from precedent or accepted etiquette/practice.
34

3
36

BFH (ichoku): The last will/testament of the late tenné.
Takakura had died two days earlier.
789 5 (essuru): Refers to meeting with an individual superior to oneself.

[vy

TH Lk (maoshijo): A document/report given from a low-ranking person to a high-ranking one.

38 $HHRAL (chinbushi): In the Nara Period, 3" year of Tempyd (731), this extraordinary post had as its
venue the three main circuits of the San’yd, San’in, and Nankai. Martial overseers functioned as a security
patrol and monitored the administration of provincial and district governors. Third- and fourth-level
managers were usually assigned. This post was called sokan (#2%) in the Kinai. It was assigned in the 4™
month of Tempyd 18 (746) but was discontinued in the 12™ month of the same year.

39 BB (totoku): Chinese-style appellation for the person responsible for the Daizaifu. It can refer equally
to the governor-general (K5E0FM), the provisional governor-general (H£FM), or the senior assistant
governor-general of Dazaifu (KX =0). In this case, fotoku refers to the similar position established in 764 by
Fujiwara no Nakamaro. Being as this was shortly before Nakamaro’s arrest and execution, this precedent
may indicate wishful thinking on Kanezane’s part. (Farris, Heavenly Warriors, p. 287, Kokushi daijiten).

4 RS2 Dazaifu: Located in Chikuzen province, under the ritsuryo system the Dazaifu dealt with foreign



governs all of the nine provinces [of Kyushu] and the two islands [of Iki and Tsushima].

People are saying this should be taken as a model.

18" day:

I heard that official forces have entered Mino province and taken Mitsunaga’s*' fortress.
There were many deaths on both sides, [but] it was said that in the end Mitsunaga’s head
was taken and hung from a tree.*” It is also said that there are few bands of Genji* in this
province other than Mitsunaga’s, and their leaders** have all been executed. And so, in

both Owari and Mino, there are none who can oppose [the court].

relations and external military affairs. Domestically it was a special government office that managed the
nine provinces and three islands (which dropped to two in the 1% year of Tenchd (824)) of Kyushu. It was
originally called “Chikushi Shogundokoro”, “Chikushi Dazai”, etc. [Chikushi = Chikuzen province and
Chikugo province (the northern and southern sections of modern-day Fukuoka prefecture, respectively)].
However, the term “Dazaifi” can initially be seen in the 10" year of Tenchi Tennd (671) as “Chikushi
Dazaifu”. Officials in the Dazaifu were responsible for questioning those returning to Japan from abroad,
as well as envoys from Tang China and Silla. They also inspected the documents and wares of these
envoys and conveyed everything to the central government and received instructions on the best course of
action. It was also common for the Japanese envoys to the Silla and Tang to receive “supplies” from the
Dazaifu. (Kokushi daijiten)

1 556 R Minamoto no Mitsunaga (?-1183): He was a late Heian-period official in the Gate Guard, and
one of the Seiwa Genji. His father was Mitsunobu. Mitsunaga is known through his post as second
lieutenant in the Royal Police posted in Dewa according to The Tale of the Heike, but he was also recorded
as having occupied the posts of provincial governor in Dewa and Hoki. In addition, as a junior fifth rank
lower he was both an agent of the royal police and a second lieutenant of the Left Gate Guards. Mitsunaga
held power in Mino province and fought against the armies of the Heishi (Taira) (Heian jidaishi jiten).

> Mitsunaga fought against the armies of the Heishi (Taira) in Mino Province, and he was rumored to have
been beheaded [and had his head hung from a tree] as a result, but this turned out to be false. Instead, in
the 3™ month of the 1* year of Yowa (1181), he was demoted. After that, and following the fall of the
Heishi, he and (Minamoto no) Yoshinaka are known to have been named constables (shugo) of the Heian
capital. However, soon after, he opposed Yoshinaka and they engaged in warfare. On the 21°* day of the 7™
month of the 2™ year of Jiei (1183), Mitsunaga’s head was displayed, along with approximately one
hundred others, on the banks of the Kamo River at Goj6 [in the Heian capital].

® Mino Genji: A cadet branch of the Seiwa Genji based in Mino Province. According to the Sonpi
bunmyaku, many of the early Seiwa Genji (such as Tsunemoto, Michinaka, Yorimitsu, Yorinobu and
Yorikuni) had experience as provincial governors of Mino. It is thought that the local elite of Mino also
had a deep relationship with this bloodline of the Genji. It should be noted that this connection probably
played a large role in the establishment and development of the Mino Genji. The Mino Genji had several
branches, but among those who developed great power was Mino no Kunifusa, son of Yorikuni (called
Mino no Shichird), who lived in Taki district and expanded his personal holdings, before passing these
lands on to his son Mitsukuni, in whose hands they continued to grow. Amidst a background of growing
military power, we can confirm that Mitsukuni was recruiting vassals in Mino. Mitsukuni’s son Mitsunobu
moved to Toki district and became the progenitor of the Toki clan, which later divided into the cadet clans,
Funaki and Oki (Kokushi daijiten, vol. 5, p. 150). See the Minamoto (Genji) geneology at the end of this
translation. (Piggott, translated in Capital and Countryside)

44

7 (&%) (mune [to suru] ): To command troops.
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Mitsunaka
(912-97)
Yorinobu Yorichika Yorimitsu
(968-1043) (active ~ 1006) (948-1021)

(Kawachi Genji) (Yamato Genji) — (Settsu Genj)

Yorikuni

Yoriyoshi
(988-1075)
Kunifusa Yoritsuna

I (active 1060s)

Yoshitsuna Yoshiie (Mino Genji)
(?-1134) (1039-1106)

Mitsukuni
(active 1100s)

—

Mitsuyasu Mitsunobu
(active 1120s) |

Mitsunaga
(active 1160s)

Figure. Mino Genji lineage of Mitsunaga. From Piggott, Capitals and Countrysides, p. 284



