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Enshrined at the amalgamated shrine'” of Renged-in are the [deities of the] twenty-one
shrines beginning with the [Iwashimizu] Hachiman Shrine, as well as [those of the]
Hinokuma, Atsuta, Itsukushima, and Kehi shrines. The original buddha forms'* for these
[deities] have been painted.

However, in the case of Hinokumagii and Atsuta, no original buddha forms are known,"
so only a mirror is used [in replacement].
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13§+l (soshalsaja): The general definition of sgja is an amalgamated shine in the provincial headquarters
or its vicinity where deities from shrines throughout the province are honored. In this context, it specifies
the site at Rengeo-in where deities from major shrines all over the realm were enshrined. For a map of
Rengeod-in, see Appendix 1).
14 ZKH# (honji): Literal meaning is “original body.” Fundamental person or embodiment of a Buddha or
bodhisattva, as distinct from his temporal manifestation. (Digital Dictionary of Buddhism)
'S IE4AK (shotai): sacred body; the appearance of a deity or a buddha. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)
10 52 5% (angen): 1175-1177.
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The retired tennd [Go-Shirakawa] gave alms [to monks and poor laymen]*' for one
hundred days at Renged-in. <Each day, [he offered] thirty koku of rice.”*> Also, as for
those who intended to renounce the world, all of them shaved their heads.” [The number
of] men and women [who shaved their heads] certainly surpassed one hundred. [Go-
Shirakawa] bestowed a monk’s robe”* on each one of them.
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2 @47 (segyo): To give alms to monks and poor people. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)

2241 (koku): A measurement of rice by volume. One koku was approximately 180 liters, enough to feed one
person for a year. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)

*3 For an image of new initiates taking the tonsure, see p. 40 of Shinpan emakimono ni yoru — Nihon jomin
seikatsu ebiki, vol. 4.

** % (rv5) : A counter for robes and other clothing. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)
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It was raining. We called in monks to pray for the child [my son].*® From the early
morning onward, he had a slight fever. Also, recently people have been suffering from a
malaria-like illness.>” According to rumors, it is called the “alms-giving disease.” Thus, it
is said that for the first seven days (of the illness), healing rites should not be
performed.*® Although there is no doubt that [this illness] is malaria, in order that we
might have no regrets, we will not have healing rites performed today. Today and
tomorrow, we will observe his condition, and the day after tomorrow [on the ninth day],
we will begin the healing rites. Tonight, Second-level Manager of the Tax Bureau’
Tokiharu® conducted rites honoring the deity of Mount Taishan.”!
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3% 1t is thought that the child discussed here is Kanezane’s second son, Fujiwara (Kujd) no Yoshitsune (%
/L or JLZR L #R). Yoshitsune’s mother was the daughter of Fujiwara no Sueyuki (B8J5Z51T). Yoshitsune
first received rank at a young age, and during the reign of Konoe Tennd, he attained the rank of regent and
chancellor. Yoshitsune was as successful a poet as he was a politician; he authored a collection of roughly
1,600 poems entitled Akishino gessuishii (kK% A 1E4E) and was chosen by Retired Tennd Go-Toba to write
the preface to the Shinkokin wakashii. However, his promising career was brought to an end by untimely
death; on the 3™ day of the 7™ month of Genkyti 3 (1206), Yoshitsune predeceased his father.

37 The word used here, J& (gyaku, eyami), was used to designate a number of illnesses that are quite distinct
by modern medical thinking, including malaria (or any disease with similar ague-like symptoms) and the
plague. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)

3 % (kaji): An esoteric Shingon ritual to drive off evil spirits; also, by extension, any prayer to the gods
and Buddhas meant to avert illness or other disaster. In esoteric Shingon thought, the character Jil
represents the great mercy of the Buddhas and bodhisattvas, while £ signifies a faithful heart. (Nihon
kokugo daijiten)

3 BB (shuzei no suke): Second-level Manager of the Tax Bureau.

* [ (Tokiharu): The yin-yang master (F&[5f) Abe no Tokiharu (Z2{i#1%). Tokiharu was the great-
great-grandson of the renowned yin-yang master Abe no Seimei. (Sonpi bunmyaku, vol. 4, p.189, 191.)

" IRIRFESS (Taisan bukun no matsuri): A yin-yang (F2B53E, onmyods) ritual honoring the deity of
Taishan mountain, one of the five sacred peaks of China. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)
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Sunny. (Omitted) Today, I heard that there was a festival at the amalgamated shrine of
Rengeo-in. I heard that senior nobles, royal intimates, and prelates, thirteen in total, each
sent out a mounted procession leader® in accordance with the special order of Retired
Tennd [Go-Shirakawa]. I cannot bear to describe the overwhelming extravagance.
Nothing like this has ever been seen before. The cost to the realm is beyond comparison.
The cloistered tenno (Go-Shirakawa) viewed [the parade] from the gallery at the Seventh
Ward Residence. I heard that no one in the capital, rich or poor, did not see it. I alone did
not watch.
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¥ B (bacho, uma no osa): The leader of a mounted procession. For a depiction of a bachd, see Nenchii

gyvoji emaki, p. 60 (vol. 8 of Nihon emaki taisei).
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After nightfall, Head of the Royal Secretariat-cum-Middle Captain of the Inner Palace
Guards Lord Sadayoshi’* called on me. We conversed for several hours. Most of our
exchange was regarding the matter of royal messengers to Kasuga Shrine. At that time,
he (Sadayoshi) said the following: “On the day of the ceremony of the amalgamated
shrine at Rengeo-in, the members of the various guard units, who also belonged to the
northern guard post of the retired tenna, were dressed in crimson garments and made a
barrier around [the parade dancers]. It is said that the retired tenno was privately
consulted about this, and permission was granted.” Nonetheless, at such an early stage of
the new royal laws™, how could this possibly be allowed? Unbelievable!
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> ZEHE (Sadayoshi): Fujiwara no Sadayoshi (1147-1209) was a senior noble of the Heian Period,

a descendent of Fujiwara no Michitsuna and a son of Sueyuki.

3 KLAK (koi): A robe dyed in dark red. The color red represented elegance and nobility during the Heian
Period.

*% These new royal laws were promulgated in the 2™ year of Jisho (1177).



Map 1)
The location of Renged-in in today’s Kyoto.
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