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Item: Likewise, let orders be given to the governors of the various provinces to stop the
expansion of shéen by shrines, temples, royals,”® and noble houses® including the
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¥ & H (yoden): An addition to a shoen that was not officially documented and certified by the
authorities. Although the precise definition of the term yoden remains uncertain, the term was often
used in conjunction with kano (see below), and to a certain extent the two were used interchangeably.
0 B (ingit): In denotes retired sovereigns, retired consorts, and consorts; gii refers to queen
dowagers, crown princes, etc.



adding of exempt fields beyond the original number, and other added fields,*® as well as
unlawful behavior by the residents of shoen.

Commanded: Such shden have an official charter,” or they have been recognized as tax-
exempt by a royal order. They have clear boundaries®® and clear records of their
location.*' Their documents are clear.* However, in this degenerate age,* people are
greedy. By claiming tax-exempt annexations and saying that they are have opened fields
beyond estate boundaries,* they take over public land*’ outside their tax-exempt
holdings.*® They unjustifiably reduce their tax payments and refuse to pay annual
taxes. "’ The slow nibbling of silkworms® is the root of wolfish depredation.*
Furthermore, [the proprietors of shden] appoint resident provincial officials,™ district
officials,”’ and wealthy cultivators shoen officials’® and designate them as dependents.™
These later accumulate “named fields”>* and evade grain and labor taxes. This leads to
the decline of provincial administrative units and the ignoring of annual levies. So let [the

1585 (shoke): Noble houses.

B (kano) - AIHE (kanéden): Formerly taxable land annexed to the originally tax-exempt
portion of a shoen. Originally, the term denoted substitute fields legally cultivated in place of regular
exempt fields that were being allowed to lie fallow. But as shoen proprietors succumbed to the
temptation to cultivate both regular fields and substitute fields simultaneously, kanoden came to refer
to unauthorized additions to a shoen’s tax-exempt holdings. (Piggott and Endd, Kanbun Workshop
2008)

P BB (kanshofu): A Council of State charter for a shoen.

Nl IER (shishi): The northern, southern, eastern, and western boundaries of a tract of land.

BEAT (tsubozuke): Official measurements of a property’s size and location.

2 %4 (kenkei): Documents of proof, particularly proof of property proprietorship.

== (gyoki): Frivolous age; the evil period of the world’s existence leading to its end; the time
when morality and religiosity disappear and the world becomes dissolute. (Digital Dictionary of
Buddhism)

M e (shusshaku): To open and cultivate new fields outside an estate—openers, who were estate
residents, frequently tried to argue that they should be considered as belonging to the estate.

¥ M (kdden): Public or state-owned land; land that was not privately owned.

* A (honmen): The original tax-exempt fields of a shoen. A single shaen generally held multiple
non-contiguous honmen, in contrast with the uninterrupted tracts of land owned by European manors.
5% (kayaku or kaeki): Taxes.

Sy (sanshoku): To gradually encroach on another’s land or possessions, just as silkworms eat
away at a mulberry leaf.

¥ (rorei): Immoral, unlawful behavior (as would befit a wolf). Note the juxtaposition of animal-
related figures of speech.

O IEFFE N (zaicho kanjin): Officials responsible for overseeing a province; they were employed by
(and often acted in lieu of) provincial governors who preferred to remain in the capital. They were
often drawn from the ranks of provincial elites, and over the course of the late Heian, their function
became increasingly militarized. (Nihon kokugo daijiten)

i i (gunji or gunshi): District officials responsible for overseeing a single district of a province.

> ET (shaji or shoshi): The steward or manager of a shoen, appointed by the shéen’s proprietor.
YN (yoriudo): A dependent, frequently one who served a noble house or proprietor.

A (mydden): Literally, “named paddy.” Land unit within which yearly taxes and services were
collected, both within shden and on public land (kokugaryo). (Yamamura, Kozo, ed. The
Cambridge History of Japan, vol. 3: Medieval Japan p. 695)



provincial governors™ and shéen [managers ] together list up the additional fields, stop
unlawful behavior, and make all comply with proper administrative procedures. If the
shoen managers say this and that, and [the provincial governor]| cannot determine the
truth, let him write up a report of the situation and promptly submit it [to the central
government]. Depending on the circumstances, the shden should be disestablished, its
managers arrested, or the royal police’’ should be ordered to interrogate them. However,
if [the shoen] has been granted a royal decree, or an order by administrative headquarters
of either Retired Tennd Shirakawa or Retired Tennd Toba,”® then the shden proprietor
shall present documents of proof and await the judgment of the Son of Heaven.

> [# %] (kokushi): Provincial governor.

B ER (shoke): Managers of an estate, local shoen notables or members of the administrative office
of an estate. (Jeffrey P. Mass, The Kamakura Bakufu p. 209)

T ¥ FEEAH (kebiishi) : Originally responsible for arresting criminals in the capital, the kebiishi later
gained the authority to act as judges, and ultimately carried out the official functions of the
Prosecuting and Investigating Office (3 1F. 15, danjotai) and the Ministry of Justice (I3,
Gyobusho) within the capital.

SR (Innocho kudashibumi): An order issued by the Office of the Retired Tenna.



