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Blood is a potent and puissant bio-
cultural resource and, as such, is 
perceived as a carrier—or narrator—of a 
unique cultural heritage and racial 
distinction. Modern scientific information 
about blood began to circulate in Japan 
from the late 19th century onward; 
women’s magazines were among the 
first popular venues for factual 
information about blood. The Miss 
Nippon contest of 1931 rode the crest of 
widespread debates about Japane-
seness in the context of pan-Asianism 
and Japanese imperialism.

Robertson, Professor of Anthropology, is 
author of Native and Newcomer: Making 
and Remaking a Japanese City (1991); 
Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular 
Culture in Modern Japan (1998); and editor 
of Same-Sex Cultures and Sexualities: An 
Anthropological Reader (2004) and A 
Companion to the Anthropology of Japan 
(2005).
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