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We specialize in conducting multi-level, multi-
method policy-oriented program evaluations.  
Our approach incorporates qualitative and 
quantitative methods and dissemination strate-
gies that provide clients with up-to-date and 
concise information about the successes and 
challenges of vital public health programs. 
Our methods include: 

 Survey research 

 Health and program 
data analysis 

 Focus groups 

 Cost-benefit studies 

 Outcome studies 

We work closely with governmental agencies 
and foundations to analyze and evaluate public 
policies that address contemporary public 
health problems.  We have examined how coun-
ties govern their health programs, evaluated out-
reach and enrollment strategies for public insur-
ance programs, and studied how agencies advo-
cate on behalf of 
their clients and 
community. 

We conduct health services research and needs 
assessments for agencies servicing children and 
families, adult immigrants, the homeless, and 
other vulnerable populations.  Specific research 
includes outreach and enrollment into health 
care programs, immigration and health, public 
hospital integrated delivery systems, preventable 
hospitalizations, impact of establishing a medical 
home and disparities in oral health.    

We provide opportunities for students and 
others to participate in research and evaluation 
projects. We train undergraduate and graduate 
students from various programs and we extend 
training to the staff of community-based or-
ganizations. 

The Center collaborates with other agencies 
and researchers to conduct successful and effec-
tive studies.  These include the USC Institute 
for Prevention Research, Central Los Angeles 
Skid Row Health Collaborative, LA Health Ac-
tion, The Urban Institute, the RWJF-sponsored 
SHARE initiative, and the California Chil-
dren’s Health Initiatives. 

PROJECTS HAVE BEEN FUNDED BY THE 
FOLLOWING AGENCIES: The California En-
dowment, U.S. Health Resources and Services 
Administration, The California HealthCare 
Foundation, First 5 Los Angeles, First 5 Califor-
nia, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, L.A. Care Health Plan, The Wein-
gart Foundation, United Way of Los Angeles, 
United Way of California, The State of Califor-
nia Office of the Patient Advocate, The Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, Blue Shield of 
California Foundation, Alameda Alliance for 
Health, and Kaiser Foundation Health Plan. 

THE USC KECK SCHOOL OF MEDICINE is among 
the nations leaders in innovative clinical care, re-
search and education of future physicians.  The Cen-
ter for Community Health Studies is a research divi-
sion of the Department of Family Medicine, located 
at the Alhambra Health Science Campus.  
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