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October 11, 2007

To the Latino Parents’ Association

The parents in attendance at the Latino Parents’ Association meeting on
September 8, 2007, expressed a desire to proceed with election of new officers at
the upcoming meeting on October 20, 2007.

Since then, some members of the current Executive Board of the LPA requested a
meeting with Dr. Michael Jackson, Vice President for Student Affairs.

In the course of that meeting, Dr. Jackson advised the group, and requested that
we convey to the rest of the LPA membership, that he will not be able to
recognize or work with a new set of officers unless the Association has adopted a
set of by-laws or a constitution that sets out procedures for elections, resolution of
disputes such as the one that has occurred in the last year, purpose of the
organization, and desired relationship with the university generally and El Centro
Chicano specifically. While the LPA is certainly free to adopt its rules as it
wishes, it is hoped that input and comment from university staff would be sought
prior to adoption. There are several reasons for this determination, among them
the question of whether it is fair to new officers to elect them without their
knowing the expectations, the responsibilities, and the procedures of the
organization, as well as ensuring that we in the university understand the
relationship we will have with the LPA.

The members of the current Executive Board with whom Dr. Jackson met
indicated that they would proceed with drafting a set of by-laws to propose to the
membership. Those members have been provided with a sample set of by-laws
developed by the Office of Parent Programs. That same set will be posted at the
El Centro Chicano website soon so that others may develop proposed bylaws if
they wish to.

I regret that we must ask the LPA to delay the election of new officers until
bylaws are adopted, but I hope that members will understand this.

Sincerely,

M&j{a

Kenneth A. Taylor
Assistant Vice President, Student Affairs



